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Abstract

Poverty, limited employment opportunities, and low rate of labor wage
cause couples undergo long distance married because the husband has to work far
from the house. This gives impact to family subjective well-being so that the
family need to role a family function in order to minimize conflicts. This research
aimed to analyze the effect of family function and conflict on family subjective
well-being with migrant husband. There were 60 samples in this research which
consisted of family with migrant husband teenager children (12-17 years old) in
Banyuresmi village, Garut. The wife was the respondent of this research. The
sampling technique used here was nonprobability sampling method with form
purposive sampling. The data were collected by interviewing the respondents
using a questionnaire. The results showed that most of the samples were
categorized into families which had good family function, moderate family
conflict, and moderate family subjective well-being. Family function affect
significantly positive to family subjective well-being. Parental-teenagers conflict
affect significantly negative to family subjective well-being.
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INTRODUCTION

In 2012-2014, the percentage of poor people in city and village in West Java
decreased by average of 0.39 percent and 0.63 percent respectively. Nevertheless,
the percentage of poor people in West Java is still dominated by village rather
than city (SI, 2014b). According to Widyastuti (2012), a prosperous family can
increase the rate of prosperity. This will reduce the total number of poverty in a
region. The condition of poverty, lack of employment opportunities, and low rate
of labor wage encourage someone to migrate (Leake, 2009). The concept of
migration here refers to the concept of circular migration which means the
movement of resident out of his village at a particular time to find a job without
being followed by resettlement (Djunaedi, 1997). This makes the couple live in a
distance because the husband is far away from home. Banovcinova, Levicka, and
Veres (2014) states that sufficient income make the family function works
optimally especially marked by behavioral control that there is no physical
violence against family members.

According to Melinda and Prihartanti (2013), a husband and wife who live
in a distances could learn to be faithful to spouses and improve the family
economy. However, they also found problems such as conflict because they
cannot meet, the wife had to take care of and educate their own children without
the presence of her husband. According to Puspitawati (2012), the implementation
of family functions involved all family members done by dividing task based on
shared commitment. According to Adam and Lursen (2001), as cited in Sari
(2014), conflicts among parents and teenagers are more common because
adolescence is a stage of someone looking for his identity. The result of Sopiah
research (2014) stated that family function affects subjective well-being of a
family. In addition, the results of Roskos, Handal, and Ubinger (2010) proved that
the conflict resolution is negatively related to the level of conflict. Meanwhile, the
level of conflict is negatively related to subjective well-being.

Based on data from the Ministry of Religion (2013) the divorce rate in
Indonesia increased to 14.6 percent, or 324 527 couples. The divorce rate in Garut
district continues to increase from year to year. According to the Ministry of
Religious Affairs Garut (2013) in Garut divorce rate is as much as 1175 then
increased in 2014 with the 1747 figures. Causes vary divorce between the couple
to each other. Based on data from the Religious Court Garut (2014) factors
causing most dominating divorce is no responsibility, no harmony and economic
issues.

Family interaction is determined by the quality of communication and
adhesion that occurs between members of the family (Puspitawati, 2012). The
interaction in families with a husband would wander distracted because her
husband left the house in a long time to work. Less interaction will have an impact
on decision making improper. If the interaction within the family will badly
degrade the quality of marriage and are at risk for the occurrence of the problems
one divorce.

Evrina (2014) stated that one place with few inhabitants migrated namely
Garut, West Java, and they wander scattered in various Cities such as Bandung,
Tangerang, Bekasi and Jakarta. According to Rizqi (2013), one of the factors that
people migrated is economic factors that can not provide for the family. It made
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the couple stay the distance and they still have to run a family function based on a
shared commitment. According to Dewi and Basti (2008) that marriage requires
adjustment to the demands of the role and responsibilities of each member of the
family. The inability to make-such demands could cause discord, disagreement,
and even divorce.

The National Population and Family Planning (2013) Data of the Religious
Courts the Supreme Court from 2005 to 2010 concluded that an average of one
out of ten married couples end up in divorce court and the divorce rate is
considered to be the highest in Asia-Africa. Ministry of Religion (2014) stated
that the divorce events in Indonesia for last recorded in 2012 amounted to 372 577
events, it increased by 38 733 or 11 percent of the events in 2011 amounted to 333
844 roomates events. The causes of divorce are economic problems, becoming
Indonesian Workers, and infidelity. Ministry of Religion in Garut Subdistrict
(2013) stated that the divorce data of Garut subdistrict from 2011 to 2012
increased by 2.54 percent respectively — 1493 and 1747 cases of divorce.

To solve these problems required the family functioning and minimizing the
occurrence of family conflicts so as to achieving the subjective well-being of the
family. According to Sunarti (2013), it did not achieve the welfare of the family
which could cause the family unhappy, did not feel the satisfaction of life, could
not grow and developed optimally. Prosperous family certainly is the hope of
every family and to achieve this condition each family member must apply a
family function (National Population and Family Planning, 2012).

According to Iskandar et al. (2006), there are some factors that affect well-
being of family, namely age, education, family size, and income. In addition,
planning and distribution of tasks within family also affect the well-being of
family. Based on this, the study aimed to: (1) identify the characteristics of the
family, family function, family conflict, and subjective well-being of families
with migrant husbands; and (2) analyze the effect of family conflict on the
function and subjective well-being of families with migrant husbands.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research was designed based on cross sectional study. The research site
was selected purposively that was in Banyuresmi Village, Banyuresmi District,
Garut Regency. The site was chosen based on an advice from the District Office
that the village was categorized into the highest number of migrant husbands. The
research was consists of some stages such as preparation, data collection, data
processing, data analysis, and report writing.

The population of this study were families with migrant husbands and lived
in the Banyuresmi Village. Database as a source of sample was from employee of
Banyuresmi District Office. About 60 samples were selected which focused on the
family with migrant husband and teenager aged 12-17 years (Hurlock, 1980). The
wives were chosen as respondents. Sampling technique used in this study was
nonprobability sampling methods in the forms of purposive sampling.

Secondary data used in this study was derived from books, articles, internet,
literature and library materials from the results of previous studies. Furthermore,
the primary data was derived from interview using a questionnaire to the
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respondents. The question items are as follows: (1) the characteristics of the
family (husband and wife) like age, length of education, occupation, family size,
and monthly income completed with open-ended questions; (2) the family
function like the the function of religion, social, culture, love, protection,
reproduction, socialization, education, economy as well as environmental
development completed with closed questions. The questionnaire referred to and
was modified from National Population and Family Planning (2012), an agency
which coordinates family planning in Indonesia, and Sopiah (2014) with the
Cronbach's alpha value of 0.878 and it consisted of 80 question items; (3) family
conflict like conflict between husband and wife; and parent-child conflicts
completed with closed questions. The other questionnaire referred to Sari (2014)
with Cronbach's alpha value of 0.908 and it consisted of 34 question items; (4)
subjective well-being families with closed questions. The questionnaire referred
and was modified from Puspitawati (2012) and Pratama (2014) with Cronbach's
alpha value of 0.925 and it consisted of 35 question items.

Family function and family conflict as variables were measured by giving
score of 1-3 for one chosen answer like "never", "sometimes", or "often"
respectively. Furthermore, subjective well-being family was measured by giving
score of 1-3 for one chosen answer like "not satisfied", "satisfied", or "very
satisfied" respectively. The total score of each variable was converted into an
index score. According to Puspitawati and Herawati (2013), this conversion aimed
to unify unit so that the data of each variable can be compared in the similar unit.

The stages of data processing started from editing, entry, cleaning and
analyzing. Data analysis was done by the use of software like Microsoft Excel and
SPSS (Statistical Product and Service Solution). Processing data using descriptive
analysis to identify variables include frequency, standard deviation, minimum
value, maximum value, and average. Inferential analysis was used to test the
influence (multiple linear regression test) of family characteristics, family
function, and family conflicts towards family well-being.

RESULT
Family Characteristics

The average age of husband and wife was 44 and 40 years old respectively.
The average length of education of husband and wife was 7 years. It can be said
that they graduated from elementary school. There were more than three-quarters
of total hushands work as a labor (76.7%) and the rest were entrepreneur (23.3%).
Most wives (80%) were housewives and the rest were traders (15%) and others
(5.1%). Furthermore, the family size ranged from three to nine persons in one
family. Based on family size, National Population and Family Planning (2005)
noted that a family which consists of five to seven persons was categorized into
moderate family.

The results showed that most husbands worked in Jakarta (43.3%) and
Karawang (16.7%). Some of them worked in Bandung (8.3%), Bekasi (5%),
Tangerang (3.3%), Serang (3.3%) , Bogor (3.3%), and Sumedang (3.3%). The rest
worked in Purwakarta, Cikarang, Cikampek, Tasik, Ciamis, Ciputat, Tanjung
Priok, and Bangka (1.7% each). In average, the husbands work outside the city for
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almost five weeks. The range of family monthly income was Rp 1.000.000,00 to
Rp8.500.000,00 and the average of family monthly income was Rp2.701.667,00.
Based on poverty line reported by BPS (2014a), the average of monthly income
per capita considered not poor was Rp547.946,00. However, there was 30 percent
of family monthly income per capita categorized as almost poor and 18.3 percent
as poor (Table 1).

Table 1 Distribution of the family based on family size and income per capita per

month
Family characteristics n %
Family sizes
Small (<4 persons) 14 23.3
Medium (5-7 persons) 44 73.3
Large (=8 persons) 2 3.3
Total 60 100.00
Minimum-Maximum 3-9
AveragexStandard deviation 5.25+1.230
Income per capita per month (Rupiah)
Poor (<291 474) 11 18.3
Not Poor (>291 474) 49 81.7
Total 60 100.0
Minimum-Maximum 142 857-1 700 000
AveragezStandard deviation 547 9461326 189.012

Family Function

The results showed that almost all samples were categorized into families
with good family function. It means that they often implemented family function
in family (Table 2).

Table 2 Family distribution based on categories of family functions

Family function*

Category 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

% % % % % % % % %
Bad
(0.00-33.33) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 1.7 0.0 0.0
Moderate
(33.34-66.67) 1.7 16.7 8.3 18.3 58.3 1.7 66.7 15.0 5.0
Good
(66.68-100.00) 98.3 83.3 91.7 81.7 40.0 98.3 31.7 85.0 95.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Min-Max 65.0- 60.0- 60.0- 55.0- 30.0- 60.0- 30.0- 45.0- 61.3-

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 90.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 931
Averagex SD 87.8+x 817+ 86.8+ 782+ 652+ 943+ 633+ 778+ 79.4%
8.9 116 109 1138 13.8 87 14.4 12.0 7.6

(*) 1= religion; 2= social and culture; 3= love; 4= protection; 5= reproduction; 6= socialization
and education; 7= economy; 8= environmental development; 9= family function

Implementation of religious function, social, culture, love, protection,
socialization and education aspect, as well as environmental development aspect
was categorized as good. Only the implementation of economicand reproductive



Herawati & Yuliana / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

functions aspects were categorized as moderate. It showed that family did not
often perform these functions.

Family Conflict

The results showed that most family conflicts were categorized as moderate
indicating lack of conflict in family. Most conjugal conflicts were categorized low
showing no conflict between huband and wife in family. Most conflicts among
parents and children were categorized moderate. Conflict between parents and
children (15%) was higher than conjugal conflict (3.3%) (Table 3).

Table 3 Family distribution based on categories of family conflict
Conjugal conflict Parents-children Family

Category (%) conflict (%) conflict (%)
Low (0.00-33.33) 5.0 15.0 317
Moderate (33.34-66.67) 41.7 70.0 63.3
High (66.68-100.00) 33 15.0 5.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Min-Max 0.0-73.8 115-96.2 44794
AveragexSD 34.0£15.4 49.5+£16.4 39.9+13.9

Subjective Well-being

The results showed an overall subjective well-being in which most families
were categorized as moderate and the rest were categorized as low. In addition,
two-thirds of total economic aspects were categorized as the lowest compared to
the psychological, physical and social aspects. Physical and social aspects were
categorized as moderate. Meanwhile, there is no psychological aspects which was
categorized as high, but mostly categorized as low and medium (table 4).

Table 4 Family distribution based on categories of family conflict

Category Physic (%) Economy(  Psycholog  Social (%) Subjective
%) y (%) well-being
(%)
Low (0.00-33.33) 38.3 66.7 50.0 31.7 48.3
Moderate(33.34-66.67) 58.3 30.0 50.0 65.0 51.7
High (66.68-100.00) 3.3 3.3 0.0 3.3 0.0
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Min-Max 0.0-75.0 0.0-80.0 7.1-60.7 0.0-87.5 11.4-65.7
Average+SD 35.3+15.7 2324216 32.1+149 39.5+152  33.3+13.3

The Influence of Family Characteristics, Family Function and Family
Conflict toward Subjective Well-being

The results showed that Adjusted R Square between variables on the
subjective well-being of family was 0.343. This means that 34.3 percent of the
variable affecting subjective well-being of families and the remaining 65.7 percent
influenced by other variables outside this study (Table 4). Other variables such as
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financial management (Maghfiroh, 2014), social support, and communication
patterns (Muladsih, 2011) also affect subjective well-being of family.

The results of multiple linear regression test indicate the age of husband (=
0275; p = 0.019) gives significantly positive effect on subjective well-being of
family. Family function (B = 0287; p = 0.012) gives significantly positive effect
on subjective well-being of family. In contrast, the parent-child conflict (B = -
0397; p = 0.004) gives significantly negative effect on subjective well-being of
family. The increase of one unit of husband age would increase subjective well-
being of family by 0.547 points. The increase of one unit of family function will
raise subjective well-being of family by 0.506 points and the increase of one unit
of parent-child conflict will decrease subjective well-being of family by 0.322
points (Table 5).

Table 5 Effect of family characteristics, family function, and family conflict to the
subjective well-being of family

Non standardized Standardized
Variables coefficient coefficient Significance

B Std. Beta (B)

Error

Constants -23.365 21.284
Husband age (year) 0.547 0.225 0.275 0.019*
Length of husband education 0.343 0.880 0.046 0.699
(year)
Length of wife education (year) -0.523 0.850 -0.072 0.541
Family size (person) 0.885 1.217 0.082 0.470
Monthly family income (Rp) 1.692x10°® 0.000 0.180 0.121
Family function (score) 0.506 0.195 0.287 0.012*
Conjugal conflict (score) 0.011 0.113 0.012 0.924
Parent-children conflict (score) -0.322 0.108 -0.397 0.004**
F 4.845
Sig 0.000**
R Square 0.432
Adjusted R Square 0.343

(**) significance on p<0.01; (*) significance on p<0.05

DISCUSSION

The results showed that husband age affects the subjective well-being of
family. The increase of husband age will improve the subjective well-being of
family. According to Iskandar et al. (2006), the increasing age will cause the
increase of work experience and could be in the top of his career and achieving
the highest family income so that it is more than the previous well-being. Lenght
of education and income do not influence significantly the subjective welfare.
This was caused as much as 81.7% of income per capita families per month which
is not considered poor, although length of husband education (76.7%) and wife
(70%) was categorized only six years or graduated from elementary school so that
this can improve the subjective well-being in which the family of the husband's
increasing age will increase families subjective welfare. The increasing age of a
husband will enhance the work experience and make the career reach the peak.
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Moreover, family income can reach the highest so that family welfare can be felt
better than before.

Based on family function stated by National Population and Family
Planning (2012), the results of this study showed that the higher the family
functions are, the more subjective well-being of family will be. These results are
consistent with the results of Sopiah (2014) stating that subjective well-being of
family was affected by family function. The high implementation of family
function aspects are suspected because family developed cognitive abilities so that
can sustain a family destination. According to Zamani et al. (2014), the better
cognitive abilities are, the better family function and resilience of family will be.
Meanwhile, well-being of family is the output of the resilience family which
detemined by family function so that the viability can be maintained to achieve
family goals (Sunarti, Hernawati, & Nuryani, 2009).

High achievement on aspects of religious function, social, culture, love,
protection, socialization and education, as well as the environmental development
allegedly due to family develop the ability of social connection and relationship
among family members. According to Vandeleur et al. (2009), capacity-building
of social relations and relation among family members play an important role in
serving family function. The low achievement of reproductive function and
economic aspects allegedly due to the positive self-concept owned by family
members is low. According to Sopiah (2014), a person who has positive self-
concept will lead to a positive perspective on life in families so that family
function can be implemented optimally. Self-concept will give effect to the
process of thinking, feeling, desire, and purpose of one's life (Clemes & Bean,
2001, as cited in Sopiah, 2014).

Goddess and Basti (2008) argued that marriage requires adjustment to the
demanding role and responsibilities of each member in the family in order to
avoid disputes and divorce. Puspitawati (2012) suggests some examples of
conflict in the family, namely the conflict between the roles of husband and wife
as well as conflicts among parents and children. The results showed that the
higher the parents-teenagers conflict will result in the decline of subjective well-
being of family. This is in line with the opinion of Roskos, Handal, and Ubinger
(2010) that the lower the family conflict resolution, the higher the family conflict
and the lower life satisfaction felt by the family.

The results also showed that conflict among parents and teenagers
frequently happened than conflicts between spouses. This is in line with the
statement of Lestari (2012) that the level of conflict between parents and children
is higher than between husband and wife. Goddess and Basti (2008) concluded
that the distance between spouses can affect the intensity of the conflict between
husband and wife like the husband and wife who lives in distance had less conflict
than those who living together.

Problems in the conflict among parents and teenagers were common
behavior problems of children. Conflict among parents and teenagers will cause
the difficulties of them in adapting such as high levels of aggressive children
(Jaycox & Repetti, 1993). According to Santrock (2007), there was an increase in
conflict among parents and children when children enter early stage of
adolescence caused by biological changes during puberty, cognitive changes
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involving increased idealism and logic, as well as the social changes that focus on
independence and identity. Many parents assume their teenagers refused standards
made by parents so that parents tend to be more assertive and pressed his son to
follow the standards of parents.

Common problems in conflict between husband and wife was family's
financial problems. These results are consistent with the results of Prihartanti
Melinda research (2013), shows that the family economy and children education
were important aspects for couples who live in the long distance. The source of
conflict in the husband-wife relationship was the economic difficulties in the
family (Rachmadani, 2013, as cited in Sari, 2014). Couples who live separetely in
long distance does not feel jealous of the presence of other people, because of the
mutual trust and most importantly the family needs were fulfilled. Conflict
between husband and wife made teenagers depressed so that role of the family is
necessary to help resolve the conflict (Unger et al., 2000).

Subjective well-being is a family ideal standard based on oneself satisfaction
on well-being which is different for each individual because the criteria are based
on themselves (Sunarti, 2013). The results showed that wife tends to be satisfied,
but the rest of the family was not satisfied with the subjective well-being of
family. Families tend to be satisfied with social well-being aspects rather than the
physical, psychological, and economic. It happened when the aspect of family
economic function is rarely to be done. Even financial problems became more
common than other issues so that the wife was not satisfied eventhough they are
trying to manage finance in order to provide family need.

In the aspect of social well-being, wife felt more satisfied than other aspects
allegedly due to family and environment that supported it. According to Hurlock
(1980), women get their early satisfaction from dedication to others in adulthood
and they are not expected to work outside their home, except there are financial
circumstances which force him. Wife is satisfied on well-being of physical and
psychological aspects because of frequent implementation of the family function.
According to Sanchez et al. (2011), the physical and mental well-being is affected
by family function.

This study has several limitations, namely: (1) the results and conclusions
only apply to the sample chosen because it used a sampling technique in the form
of non-probability sampling like purposive sampling; (2) the wife is the
respondent, it would be completed, if the husband and their teenager participate as
respondents.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION

Conclusion
In average, the age of husbands and wives was 44 years and 39 years. The
average length of education of husbands and wives was six years or equal to
elementary school (SD). Husbands mostly work as labor. Wives mostly work as
housewife and the rest wife worked as trader and others. In average, husbands
work out of town for five weeks. Family which consisted of five to seven people
were categorized as large family. The average of family monthly income was
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Rp2.701.667,00 in which the average monthly income of Rp547.946,00 is not
considered as poor.

Implementation of family functions was categorized as good which often
performed by the family, while the family conflict was categorized as moderate or
frequent conflict. The level of subjective well-being was categorized as moderate
which equal to wife is satisfied. Husband age, family function, and parents-
teenagers conflict affect the subjective well-being of family. Increasing age of
husband will improve the subjective well-being of family. The more frequent
implementation of family function is, the higher levels of subjective well-being
will be. The lower level of parent-children conflict, the higher levels of subjective
well-being family will be. The lower level of conjugal conflict, the higher
subjective well-being of family will be.

Recommendation

Based on these results, recommendations are given to the family with
migrant husband, namely: (1) The implementation of economic function and
reproduction aspects not yet optimal so it’s expected that famlily can optimalize
both of family function with implementing good financial management and
education of reproductive health. Government and universities are expected to
disseminate the importance of implementing the family function so that the
family can improve the subjective well-being, (2) Conflict between parents and
teenagers are more common than conflict between husband and wife, so it’s
expected the socialization of the important of a good communication between
parents and child, and (3) further research could investigate about stress and social
support which are suspected influencing the well-being of family with migrant
husband.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research were to describe the cultural values, the value
of children and mother's time allocation for children at Cimanuk watershed and to
analyze the effect of family characteristic, cultural values, and value of children
toward time allocation of mothers to children at Sundanese and Javanese. This
research involved 200 families who have children below five years old selected
with purposive method. The samples were interviewed by using structure
questionnaire. The result of this research showed that there was no significant
different on the perception of the value of children between Sundanese and
Javanese families. Regression analysis showed that mother's time allocation for
children was influenced by the age of children, the length of mother's education,
the mother's occupation, the uncertainty avoidance and power distance dimension
of cultural values.

Keywords: cultural values, the value of children, investment for children,
mother's time allocation.
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INTRODUCTION

A family as an institution, first and foremost for the children in the
community has a crucial role in the achievement of a decent life for children.
Some research that has been conducted shows that investment in human
resources, especially by the family has proven to be a determinant of the level of
well-being and can reduce the level of poverty (Cho, 2005; Anderson & Hague,
2007; Sitepu, 2007; Siregar & Wahyuniarti, 2008; Chaudry et al., 2010;
Surachman & Hartoyo, 2015). Schultz (1972) divides the human resource
investment in several categories, namely investments in school and education,
learning after school, preschool learning activities, migration, health, information,
and investment in children. Hartoyo (1998) defines investment as parents of
children of all enterprises, activities, or allocation of family resources aimed at
improving the quality of children expected to become productive individuals as
adults.

Research related to investments in subsidiary has been conducted, but there
have been hardly studies specifically on watersheds (DAS) done. Cimanuk
watershed is one of the seven major watersheds in West Java. Socio-economic
conditions are different between the upstream and downstream leading to the
differences in the way the adaptation of each resident. The condition of the
Cimanuk watershed has changed ecologically. As a result, environmental change
decreases in water discharge in the upstream and the flow of water downstream
increases. In addition to differences in environmental conditions, Cimanuk
watershed is located in the upstream of Garut and the downstream lies in
Indramayu. This has different socio-cultural conditions as well. Upstream can be
said to represent the Sundanese, while the downstream can be said to represent the
Javanese.

Basically, cultures have values that are always inherited, interpreted and
implemented in line with the process of social change (Yunus, 2013). Cultural
values have an important role in every part of human life in a community. As
software on a computer, working culture as software, which was instrumental in
shaping human behavior in feel, think, and act (Hofstede, 2005). Linkage cultural
value to the perception of parents to children is very strong value. Sam (2001)
conceptualized the value of the child as a psychological construction which refers
to the expected benefits of having a child and also the costs and disadvantages.
Culture affects all aspects of human development and it is reflected through a
form of child care (Awde, 2009). This situation may affect the investment
behavior of children who do parents.

The purposes of this study are: (1) Identify the difference in cultural values
on Sundanese family represented by a family in the upstream and Javanese
represented by a family in the downstream Cimanuk watershed; (2) Identify the
perception of the value of children in families in the Cimanuk watershed; (3)
Identify the allocation of time mothers in families in the Cimanuk watershed; (4)
Analyze the influence of cultural values and perceptions of the value of the child
against the mother time allocations for children in families in the Cimanuk
watershed.
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RESEARCH METHOD

The study design was cross sectional study. This research is located in two
districts through which the river Cimanuk namely Indramayu and Garut. The
choice of location research is done purposively. The study population was a
family residing in Cimanuk watershed which has children aged below five.
Examples in this study were 200 families selected. These were divided into two
groups based on ethnicity, i.e. 100 Javanese families represented by families
residing in the downstream Cimanuk watershed (Indramayu Regency) and 100
Sundanese families represented by a family who is in the Cimanuk upper
watersheds (Garut Regency). Sampling was conducted using purposive on
condition the family that has young children aged 2-5 years old who had school
(early childhood or kindergarten) and / or have children of school age.

The main data obtained through interview techniques using current tools
questionnaires, including: (1) the characteristics of the respondent and family; (2)
The value of culture using Hofstede's approach (2005) with five dimensions
(power distance, individualism vs. collectivist, masculine vs. feminine, and
uncertainty avoidance) with Cronbach's alpha 0.665; (3) The value of children
refers to Sam (2001) which consists of a three-dimensional (psychological value,
social value of children, and the economic value of children) with a Cronbach's
alpha 0.874; (4) The time allocation approaches women with recall maternal
activities.

The detailed analysis of the data used to answer each objective is as follows:

1. Cultural values are measured by collecting data on the state of cultural values
around the residence of respondents. Scoring is done to all the questions in
order to obtain a total score. Answer "disagree" was given a score of 1, the
answer "not agree" was given a score of 2, answer "agree" was given a score
of 3, and answer "strongly agree" was given a score of 4. Thus, there will be
obtained a score ranging from 12 - 48. The score is then converted into
categorized by the cutoff of each dimension.

2. Child's perception of value was measured by collecting data related to parents'
perceptions of the value of children. Scoring is done to all the questions in
order to obtain a total score. Answer "disagree" was given a score of 1, answer
"not agree” was given a score of 2, answers “agree" was given a score of 3,
and an answer "strongly agree" was given a score of 4. Thus there will be
obtained a score ranging from 23 - 69. The score is then converted into cutoff.

3. Allocation of time mothers to infants by recall maternal 24 hours of activities.
After categorized based on four categories of mother to child time allocation,
i.e. the time to teach children, bathing them fatherly time, time to feed the
child, and the time to care for children in general, allocation of time mothers
each category is calculated by the number of minutes / day.

4. Family characteristics, cultural values, child and maternal time allocation,
were analyzed using descriptive statistics. Data of family characteristics
include age, education, occupation, income per capita, and large families.
Descriptive analysis used includes different test, crosstab test, the value of the
minimum - maximum, frequency, average value, and standard deviation.

5. Analyzes the factors that influence the allocation of time mothers used
multiple linear regression.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Characteristics of Respondents

Average respondents were in the category of early adulthood. Respondents
age minimum 22 years and maximum 52 years. More than half (54%) of
respondents have 0-6 year old education. Most (67.5%) of Sundanese and
Javanese respondents live as a housewife. Unlike Sundanese, Javanese in none of
the respondents came from large families. Based on the results of different test
average of big families, big families in Sundanese and Javanese were significantly
different (p-value = 0.000). More than a quarter (27.5%) of Sundanese and
Javanese respondents has incomes below the poverty line according to the BPS
West Java, so it can be categorized as poor.

Cultural Values

Based on the results of different test average of Sundanese and Javanese,
they have a dimension of power distance which was significantly different (p-
value= 0.000). Power distance is a measure of the strength or interpersonal
influence between superiors and subordinates or when it is in the public sphere
meaning leaders and people (Hofstede, 2005). Small power distance means the
degree of dependence of the people on the small leaders. It is seen from the
average index owned by Sundanese (75.67) and Javanese (56.67) which was very
different. Additionally, Sundanese have an index of at least 33.3 and a maximum
of 100, while the index of the Javanese has a minimum of 0 and a maximum of
100. In Table 1 it can be seen that the Sundanese had a power rather low distance.
The Javanese have a category of distance high-powers which is more than
Sundanese. Mangundjaya (2006) stated that the Javanese have a strong social
hierarchy characterized by differences in the language used at every level of the
social hierarchy. However, Sundanese and Javanese characteristics do not vary
much, but the Sundanese have a social hierarchy that is not too rigid as Javanese
(Mangundjaya, 2006).

On the dimension of individualism and collectivism, Sundanese and
Javanese have a tendency to collectivism. This is consistent with research
Hofstede (2005) stated that Indonesia belongs to the category of the collective.
However, in the category of individualist Javanese have a larger number than the
Sundanese. From the results of different test average of indexes owned Sundanese
and Javanese, there is a significant difference (p-value= 0.000). The average value
index score of individualism vs. collectivism dimension Sundanese (81.00) is
greater than the average index score Javanese (70.67). Mangundjaya (2006) stated
in his research that the Javanese are more independent and do not receive material
assistance from family. They own houses, economic, and family independently.
This could mean that the Javanese are individualist. Some tend to be large
(83.5%) of respondents in the category in the dimension of feminine masculinity
vs. femininity. Hofstede (2005) stated that the community is said to be feminine
when separation of roles by gender is not seen clearly, both men and women must
be friendly, soft, and focus on improving the quality of life. There is a real
difference between the average index score owned by Sundanese and Javanese in
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this dimension (p-value= 0.002). The mean index score of Sundanese is 48.53,
while the score of the average index of the Javanese is 41.07

Table 1 Distribution of the value of the cultural dimensions of power distance
respondents by ethnic

. . Sundanese Javanese Total
Cultural Value Dimensions % % %

Power Distance

High 7 37 22

Low 93 63 88

Total 100.0 100.0 100.00
Individualisme vs Kolektivisme

Individualism 0 11 55

Collectivism 100 89 94.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.00
Maskulin vs Feminin

Feminine 83 84 83.5

Masculine 17 16 16.5

Total 100.0 100.0 100.00
Uncertainty avoidance

Weak Uncertainty Avoidance 51 43 47

Strong Uncertainty Avoidance 49 57 53

Total 100.0 100.0 100.00

Avoidance of uncertainty or uncertainty avoidance is defined as the
members of the public anxiety over the situation which is ambiguous and
unknown (Hofstede, 2011). More than half (53%) of the total respondents are in
the category strong for the dimension of uncertainty avoidance. Javanese have
higher numbers in the category of strong uncertainty avoidance compared with
the Sundanese. Based on the results of different test average of the index on the
dimension of uncertainty avoidance, Sundanese and Javanese are not significantly
different (p-value= 0.419). This is evidenced by the average value index score
which is not much different from that of Sundanese and Javanese respectively
55.11 and 58.66. Mangundjaya (2006) said that Sundanese and Javanese like to be
in a stable condition and predictable.

In addition to visits of cultural value dimensions according to Hofstede, the
study also looks at the cultural value based on the custom form of Koetjaraningrat
(2002). Javanese tend to have a culture that is more viscous than the Sundanese.
Javanese respondents admitted that they knew a lot about the people around him
who believe in myths and ancestral spirits. In addition, people in the Javanese still
often perform traditional ceremonies such as mapagsri, unjung-unjungan, or clean
the cemetery before harvest. Not only ceremonies or dances but there are also
Javanese historical relics such as tombs sacred and historical objects such as a
dagger or other heirloom kept private. Almost all respondents in Sundanese
agreed that the newly married couple should live in a family environment female
party. Unlike the Sundanese, Javanese respondents disagreed with the statement.
According to them, they should be independent, do not join the family of women
and men.
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Value of children

For parents, the value of children in everyday life can be known from the
fact that the child's condition became a devoted affection and happiness family
(psychological value) (Hastuti, et al., 2010). In Table 2 it appears that more than
half (56.5) of Sundanese and Javanese respondents have a psychological value in
the category moderate. Java tribe has a number that is less than the Sundanese in
this category. However, the value of psychological is in high category, Java tribe
(43%) has a greater number than that of Sundanese (35%). Based on the results of
different test average of the index, Sundanese and Javanese have a psychological
value that was not significantly different (p-value= 0.199), the mean value of
psychological Sundanese (78.33) is also lower than the Javanese (80.47). This
study found that Sunda has a psychological value that stands out compared to the
other dimensions of value children. This is consistent with research conducted in
1975 on the Sundanese, which also put emphasis more on psychological or
emotional aspects of perception of the value of the child, such as happiness and
strengthened the relationship of husband and wife (Darroch, et al., 1981).

Table 2 Distribution of child value per dimension respondents by ethnic

Perception of Child Value Sundanese Javanese Total
% % %

Low 7 2 45
Psychological Average 58 55 56.5
High 35 43 39
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Low 11 9 10
Social Average 61 48 54.5
High 28 43 35.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0
Low 51 53 52
Economy Average 36 23 29.5
High 13 24 23.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100

On the dimension of the social value of children, Sundanese and Javanese
have the average social value of children who were significantly different (p-
value= 0.035). The average value index of Sundanese is smaller — 74.29 compared
to the average value index — 78.33 Javanese. The average value index of
Sundanese is smaller at 74.29 compared to the average value index — 78.33
Javanese. Sundanese (28%) has a lesser amount than the Javanese (43%) on the
value of a child's social high category. This may imply that parents of the families
in the Javanese have higher perception of the social gain when they have children.
Background of different social, education, health, customs or culture of a social
group as well as income or livelihood different causes different views of the child
(Suciati, 2013; Hastuti, et al., 2010; Trommsdorff & Nauck, 2005).

More than half (52%) of the economic value of children Sundanese and
Javanese are in the low category. In the category of low and high, Javanese (53%
& 24%) have a more number than Sundanese (51% & 13%), but in the medium
category Sundanese (36%) have more number than the Javanese (23%). A
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minimum value of the index of the Javanese in this dimension is quite low, which
is 20 while the Sundanese have an index of at least 26.6. Based on the results of
different test average of the index of economic value of children, there is no real
difference between Sundanese and Javanese in children's economic value (p-
value= 0.881). it can be seen from the average index of the economic value of the
Sundanese and Javanese children who do not differ much respectively 62.47 and
62.87. This study shows that the economic value of Javanese children had higher
numbers at the high category than Sundanese. This is consistent with the research
by Darroch, et al. (1981) which stated that people perceive the advantages of Java
over having a child in the instrumental aspects such as financial aid in the old
days, other financial aid, help on homework, and other assistance.

Total Value of Children

The Javanese parents have a perception of the value of children better than
the parents in Sundanese. It is of the number of parental perceptions of the value
of children in Sundanese lower categories are more numerous and higher
categories fewer than the Javanese, as shown in Table 3. This is in line with the
results of Darroch, et al. (1981) which stated that parents in Javanese mostly
found to have a child who can provide benefits in assisting the work, providing
assistance in the old days, strengthening the brotherhood, giving happiness and
sustainability of the family. Based on the average index of perception of different
test values of children, parents' perception of the value of children in both parts
showed that there is no a significant difference (p-value= 0.081). It is seen from
the average index value perception of children of each tribe that was not much
different from that of Sundanese and Javanese respectively 73.47 and 75.89.

Table 3 Distribution of respondents’ perception of the value of children in total
based on the rate

. . Sundanese Javanese Total
Total Child Value Perception % % %
Low 8 4 6
Average 69 66 67.5
High 23 30 26.5
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0

Time Allocation of Mothers for Children

In economic theory, time is a resource or commodity parents who invested
in children (Huston & Aronson, 2005). This time allocation and efficiency of time
spent outside working hours are more important than the economic welfare of
working time (Becker, 1965). Speaking in terms of child development,
psychology and economics experts agree that one that affects a child's
development is the time spent with his mother (Brilli, 2015).

Table 4 shows the real difference between the time allocation of mothers in
Sundanese and Javanese in the category allocation of time mothers to teach
children, to bathe the child and for parenting. Hartoyo (1998) found that one of
the factors that affect the time allocation of mothers for children is maternal
employment status. Working mothers would tend to have less time for children
compared to mothers who did not work. This is in line with research conducted by
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Huston & Aronson (2005) which shows the difference in the allocation of time
working mother and not working. This type of work also affects the time
allocation of mothers to child (Hartoyo, 1998). This is consistent with the study
conducted at two different locations and cause different types of work parents
between Sundanese and Javanese. Time allocation for parenting in general
includes the children play together, sleep together with children, and other
activities with the children who are not in the category of time allocation of
mothers. The total of the average allocation time mother to child in the Sundanese
Is 423.04 minutes or 7.05 hours, while the average allocation time mother to child
in the Javanese was 432.7 minutes or 7.21 hours a day.

Table 4 Average of time allocation of mothers to children based on ethnicity and

type of activity

Time allocation of mother (minutes) (S'Muggﬁzgsg) (“ilae\;?]rféem p-value
Mother’s time allocation for teach the "
children 44.58+67.98 30.34+42.96 0.078
Mother’s time allocation for bath the ox
children 34.40£23.02 27.25+13.8 0.008
Mother’s time allocation for parenting 282.40+166.90 326.39+178.16 0.073*
in general B DA '
Mother’s time allocation for give 61.66+77.7 48.79+45.02 0151
children eat T T '

Note: *) significant at a p-valueof <0.05 ; **) significant at p-value<0.01

Factors Affecting Capital Time Allocation for Kids

The results of influence model 1 showed that toddler’s age had a significant
negative effect on the allocation of time for the child's mother, with a value B of
3.97. It can be interpreted, the younger the age of the children, the more time
allocated — 3.97 minutes. This is in line with Hartoyo (1998) who stated that the
older the age, the less time devoted for children. In addition, the old mother's
education has a significantly positive effect on the total time allocated by a mother
to her child (B = 11.01). That means that the higher the mother's education will
increase the time allocated to the child's mother at 11.01 minutes. Rosidah,
Hartoyo & Muflikhati (2012) stated that the educated wife has a significant
influence on the investment behavior of children.

In Table 5 also shows that the mother's occupation has a significantly
negative influence on the allocation of time for the child's mother, with B
amounting to 57.87. Then the allocation of time for working mothers of children
is at 57.87 which is less than that in women who do not work. Hartoyo (1998) and
Huston & Aronson (2005) found that one of the factors that influence the
allocation of time for the child's mother is a mother's job status. Working mothers
would tend to have less time for children compared to mothers who do not work.
In addition, the test results also showed that the influence of cultural values
dimension of uncertainty avoidance have a significantlhy negative effect on the
allocation of time for the child's mother, with a value B of 59.31. It can be
interpreted that a mother has a value of weak uncertainty avoidance will have a
59.31-minute time allocation which is greater compared to mothers who have
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weak value of low uncertainty. Uncertainty avoidance measures the extent to
which humans can tolerate any uncertainty in his life (Hofstede, 2005). People
who have strong avoidance will tend to be happier about the condition of a stable
and predictable. People who have a strong avoidance tend to be trying to find
things that are more secure. They will be working or looking for a more viable
revenue laneways better future so that the time devoted to children is less and less.
In terms of investment possibilities for people who have a strong avoidance would
prefer to invest in things that are more secure and minimize the uncertainty, for
instance savings, so if they wanted to invest for a child, they would choose to
invest in savings or money compared to allocate their time to their children.

Table 5 Summary of regression analysis for factors suspected to influence the
time allocation for the child's mother

. Model 1 Model 2

Variable B B B B
Constanta 729.099** - 704.468 -
Mother’s age (year) -1.669 -0.061 -1.442 -0.052
Children’s age (month) -3.970** -0.287 -4.440**  -0.321
Length of mother’s education (year) 11.013* 0.181 7.532+ 0.124
Mother’s occupation (1=work; 0=not work) -57.871* -0.158 -58.282*  -0.160
Family size (people) -3.841 -0.033 -0.711 -0.006
Family income (rupiahs) _1.780E-5  -0.070 '1'4580'5' -0.058
Uncertainty Avoidance (1=strong; 0=weak) -59.319* -0.144 - -
Mas_CL_JIme vs feminine (1=masculine; 0= 45 876 0.061 i i
feminine)
Ci).llec.tlylsm.vs Individualism (1=collectivism; 37637 0.082 i i
O=individualism)
Power Distance (1=high; 0=low) -55.810" -0.163 - -
Econimic value of children (index) -0.310 -0.021 - -
Social value of children (index) -0.606 -0.067 - -
Psychological value of children (index) -0.217 -0.017 - -
Total value of children - - -0.785 -0.045
Suku (0=Sundanese, 1=Javanese) - - 5.073 0.015

Adj R Square 0.139 0.110
Sig. 0.000 0.000

Note: *significant at p-value<0.1; *) significant at a p-valueof <0.05; ** significant at p-
value<0.01, respectively.

Cultural values dimension of power distance despite having no significant
effect, but also has a negative influence on the direction allocated time mother (B
= 55.81). It can be interpreted that respondents who have a category power lower
distance, will allocate greater time for children 55.81 points compared with
respondents with a distance power of high category. People who are in an
environment power distance of high, they will tend to feel helpless. This
powerlessness makes them free to carry out their activities in daily activities,
including in the allocation of time for their children. Value adj. R square 0139 can
be interpreted that only 13.9 percent of the time allocated mother to child is
influenced by independent variables studied, while the remaining 86.1 percent is
influenced by other variables not studied as the economic conditions (good or not
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good), the number of children of school, family type (Suciati, 2013) and
characteristics like age and education husband (Bianchi & Robinson, 2004).

Results of regression test on a second model show that the age of the
children and the mother's employment status affects the allocation of time for the
child's mother. Values influence of age and children against mother to child time
allocation is a negative value of B at 4.44. This means that any increase in the age
of five a month will reduce the mother to child time allocation of 4.44 minutes. In
addition to toddler age, maternal employment status also has a significantly
negative effect on the allocation of time for the child's mother with a value of 58
282 B. This means that the working mother has time allocation for 58 282 minutes
fewer children compared to mothers who did not work.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Conclusion

Overall, characteristics of the family on the family of Sundanese and
Javanese were not significantly different, just large families among families of
Sundanese and Javanese that have a noticeable difference. Sundanese have larger
families than the Javanese. In general, the cultural value of the Sundanese and
Javanese has significant differences. Value of children in both locations as a
whole also did not have a noticeable difference. One significant different
dimension is the dimension of the social value of children. In this dimension, the
Javanese have the average score which is greater than the average score of the
social value of children of Sundanese. Allocation of time mothers in teaching
children, bathing, and parenting in general is a really difference between
Sundanese and Javanese. The Javanese have a larger flat in the category allocation
of time nurturing mothers in general, whereas the two other categories Javanese
have the average smaller than the Sundanese.

The test results show that the effect of age of the children, mother's
occupation, and cultural values have a significantly negative effect on the time
allocation of mothers. Independent variables were 11.8 percent influence the
allocation of time mothers, while the remaining 88.2 percent is influenced by
other variables not studied as the economic conditions (good or not good), the
number of children of school, family type, and characteristics of the husband such
as age and education husband.

Recommendations

Some research found that the investment behavior of parents of children in
the form of time and money is one of the determinants of the child quality. The
research found that there are differences in the time allocation of the mother in a
different area. This is expected to be considered by the government to provide
assistance as well as encourage people to make investments against children. This
study only differentiates by region located upstream and downstream of Cimanuk
watershed. Further research is expected to complete the limited scope of analysis.
In addition, further research is expected to be done on the socio-economic
background of different communities (e.g. families in urban and rural). The
increase also needs to be done in terms of improved methods and parameters as
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well as the expansion of the observation of the aspects of the things that have not
been observed and analyzed in this study.
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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to identify vulnerability and well-being of children in
a family of farmers, identify the typology of vulnerability and well-being of
children in the family of farmers, and analyze the relationship between family
characteristics, characteristics of children with the vulnerability and well-being of
children. The population in this research is family farmers who have children of 4
and 5th grade who reside in the village Sindangjaya, District Cipanas, Cianjur
with a sample of 35 children. Sampling was conducted using probability sampling
method with random sampling techniques. The results showed that the internal
susceptibility to family farmers is low, relatively low external vulnerability, and
low well-being. Typology vulnerability of children and the well-being of children
in a family of farmers included in Type 1 and Type 4. There was a significant
negative correlation between family size and order of the child with the child's
welfare, but there was no significant relationship between the characteristics of
families and children with children's vulnerability.

Keywords: internal vulnerability of children, the external vulnerability of children,
child welfare, family farmers.
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INTRODUCTION

Child Vulnerability refers to developmental needs and the importance of
protecting the physical health of children (Raphael, et al. 2006). The population of
susceptible individuals needs legal assistance, social support and health services.
The number of susceptible children may increase when children are in complex
issues, such as health problems (chronic, disability), living with adults who are
sick, and children becoming head of the family or breadwinner (Andrews, et al.
2006). Unstable life situations related to susceptibility, for example living in the
street, surviving in the conflict situation, assaulting, or armed child labor. Muriuki
& Moss (2016) revealed that the extent and type of vulnerabilities faced by
children can be influenced by the characteristics of risk and stress faced. External
vulnerability means to the risk, shocks and stress, internal vulnerability refers to a
lack of resources to cope with stress. External vulnerability factors related to the
bio-physical and socio-economic, while the internal vulnerabilities associated
with the lack of strength and inability to act or plan the future.

The percentage of poor people in the rural areas of West Java per September
2014, according to the The Central Statistics Agency (2016) amounted to 10.88
percent of the household whose main income was of agriculture — 51.67 percent.
Children can become vulnerable because children have very limited access to
basic needs such as education, health, and they do not obtain good sanitation, and
lack of attention compassion, love, guidance and support from the surrounding
environment (Skinner et al., 2004). Poverty will cause problems in children, one
of which is the vulnerability of children. Families and children who are vulnerable
have limited resources such as education, employment, and the obstacles to obtain
other social services (Zambrana & Dorrington, 1998). Vulnerability seen as a
cause of poverty is the reason why the poor remains poor, or as a result of poverty
(Permana, 2008). Engle, et al. (1996) states that the challenges faced by kids
today is the changing times, including increasing urbanization, political violence,
child abuse, changes in family forms, and in some areas, they have experienced a
decrease in food supplies. The vulnerability of children has risen markedly as a
result of emotional tension and less ability to adapt socially (Tembong, 2006).
Economic limitation and knowledge of parents in rural areas in providing
guidance and oversight on his son make children drop out of school and this has
forced them to meet their own need. Therefore, children help their family to make
a living by working around the neighborhood or even outside of the city (Anshor
& Ghalib, 2010).

Poverty alleviation is one of the development priorities of the Indonesian
Government that aims to reduce the poverty rate to 8 until 10 percent by 2014
(UNICEF Indonesia in 2013). One of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs) is seek to build the lives and women and children wellbeing to be better,
particularly through increasing life expectancy, reducing poverty, and improving
health, nutrition and access to education. According to Law No. 23 of 2002
Article 8 states about protection for children that every child has the right to
obtain medical care and social security in accordance with physical, mental,
spiritual, and social needs. The rights of children are a part of human rights which
must be guaranteed, protected and fulfilled by parents, families, communities,
governments, and the state. According to Law No. 4 of 1979, the Child Welfare is
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an order of life and livelihood of children to ensure the growth and development
with a reasonable, well spiritually, physically, and socially.

Subjective well-being is an important index to measure the mental health
and children’s quality of life (Peterson et al., 2014). National legislation, both Act
No. 4 of 1979 about Child Welfare and Law 23 of 2002 about Child Protection,
has stated the importance of children care by their parents and families (Social
Affairs, 2011). Children well-being require special attention, first as a child
welfare issue not only affects the present moment, but will have an impact on the
future of children. Second, because children are one of the groups most affected
by poverty, and the third because there are lack of direct information about the
child's life (Fernandes et al., 2010). At primary school age, the child will
experience an important stage in the formation of his personality. Hurlock (1980)
suggested the primary school age children is an important period for the
conditions that lead to future happiness in this period and will continue to create
happiness in the future.

This study aims to identify children vulnerabilities and well-being in a
farming family, identify the typology of vulnerability and child well-being in a
farming family, and analyze the relationship between family characteristics,
characteristics of children with the vulnerability of children and child well-being.
Therefore, researchers are interested to see how the vulnerability and child well-
being in the family farmer in the village Sindangjaya, Cipanas District, Cianjur
Regency, West Java.

RESEARCH METHODS

The design of this study was cross sectional study using interviews assisted
by using a questionnaire. The research location is in the village of Sindangjaya,
Cipanas District, Cianjur Regency selected intentionally (purposive). The reason
to select the locations was that the majority of residents of the area is horticulture
or ornamental plant farmers.

The population in this study was a family with a husband or wife or both
were working as farmers who reside in the village of Sindangjaya. Farmers in this
case are farmers who own land gardens or fields, sharecroppers or tenant, as well
as farm laborers. Sampling used non-probability sampling method with purposive
technique, the method by way of example chosen by students grades 4-5
elementary school parents whose work status is farmers, both father and mother
who take care of their work or paddy plantation land owned or owned by other
daily. Respondents in this study were children who were selected using
probability sampling method with simple random sampling technique which was
subsequently elected as many as 35 children.

The data in this study consisted of three main variables, namely the
characteristics, the vulnerability of children and child welfare. The variable
characteristics of children were assessed from age (years), gender (male and
female), and birth order. Variables were assessed by family characteristics of the
age of the father and mother (years), duration of education father and mother
(years), father and mother work, income and family expenses, large families, as
well as family assets.
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Children's vulnerability was measured using the concept of Skinner et al
(2004) and Bannet (2012). Number of statement items as much as 19 items,
vulnerability of children is measured by the two sides, namely internal and
external. Internal vulnerability of children used a questionnaire with 19 questions
of item numbers. The number of questions was 19 items, and the validation test
was done with 17 items filled with valid questions. Each statement is provided 4-
answers with a score of 1 to answer "never”, a score of 2 to answer "sometimes”,
with a score 3 to answer "quite often”, and a score of 4 to answer "often". External
vulnerability of children used a questionnaire with 13 questions, and the
validation test was done with the number 8 items with valid questions. Each
question provided two answers with a score of 0 for "No" and 1 for "Yes".
Vulnerability of children was taken from two sides, namely internal and external
which had been tested its validity and reliability with Cronbach's alpha for internal
vulnerability of children of 0.869, while the external vulnerability of children at
0.429. Scores obtained will be transformed into the form of an index and then they
were grouped into two categories, namely low and high. Variable contents for
internal vulnerability of children ranged from -0.054 to 0.826 and for the variable
content of external vulnerability of children ranged up to 0.631-0.084.

Child welfare was obtained using a questionnaire Puspitawati (2012)
modified from Campbell, et al. (1976). Total statement was 11 items, and then the
validation of test content was performed with the number of 10 items of a valid
question. Each statement will be illustrated by a number from one to seven. The
lower the score of the statement (approaching one), the more negative feeling you
get. Conversely, the greater the score of the statement, the more positive feeling
you get. Thus, this obtained the minimum and maximum value of 77. The value of
Cronbach's alpha of child welfare is 0.719. Variable contents for child welfare
ranged from 0.068 to 0.681.

Analysis of the data used was descriptive and inferential analysis.
Descriptive analysis included the average, standard deviation, minimum value and
a maximum value used to describe the characteristics of the family, child
characteristics, vulnerability and child welfare. Analysis inference used Pearson
correlation test to find out the relationship among family characteristics, child
characteristics, the vulnerability of children and child welfare.

RESULT

Characteristics of Families and Children

Characteristics of children in this study were students of 4™ and 5" grade
in Sindanglaya and Sindangjaya Public Elementary Schools, Suryakencana
Village, Cipanas District. Characteristics of children in the study include gender,
age, and birth order of the child. Number of the child based on gender in this
research is dominated by girls (51.4%) than boys (48.6%) with an average age
ranging from 11 years. A total of 25.7 percent of children is born in second order
with the order birth average at third order. The mean of father age is 46 years with
an age range 33 to 60 years. Meanwhile, the average maternal age was 39 years
with an age range of 28 to 56 years. The father age belongs to middle age group,
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and maternal age belogs to early adulthood group. This shows that farming done
by families was implemented by productive aged farmers.

The education level of the father and mother will affect the ways and
mindset to be able to meet the needs of the uncertain socio-economic conditions
(Simanjuntak, 2010). Based on the results of analysis, this shows that the average
length of father education is 6 years old, with long range education of 0 to 12
years. In addition, the average length of mother education is 5 years old with a
range of mother's education of 0 to 6 years. The low level of public education can
cause the lower levels of well-being. Higher level of education is a mean to
achieve a higher quality of life and make it easier for someone to earn a decent
living and provide sufficient income families (Simanjuntak, 2010b).

All of fathers in this research have main livelihood as farmers. Three of the
seven mothers do not work or as a housewife. According to Soeharjo and Patong
in Gustiana (2012) there are four types of farmers’ status in farming, namely: 1)
owners are farmers who own land, the land can be done alone or hire someone
else; 2) renters are farmers who rent land from another person to serve as
agriculture; 3) Tenants are farmers managing the land owned by another person
with the income generated by agricultural use system for results; 4) Laborers are
farmers who work on land owned by another person with the wage system, that
are owners, renters, tenants, and laborers.

According to the sampling criteria, of the seven family farmers, four owns
the plantations alone or as the owners of the garden, the farmers who own the land
to be developed as a farm, and the rest (20.0%) as a laborer. Half of the sample
families (48.6%) included in the category of medium family (5-6 people) with an
average family size of 6 people. The fewest number of families in this study was
three people while the most number of families was 9 people.

According Sumarwan (2002), income is the remuneration received by a
person from the work he has done to earn a living. Family income is the sum of all
income obtained from each family member. This revenue comes from the father,
mother, and other family members either from the main job (farmers) or from any
other job. The results showed almost the whole family (91.4%) had a per capita
income of less than Rp500,000 with an average income per capita of Rp231.000.

Expenditure can be used as an indicator of family income that can describe
the financial condition of the family (Sumarwan, 2002). Condition of family
expenses that outweigh the income is a natural thing because income is one of the
family resources that can be used to meet the needs of families, for example
borrowing or having debt. The analysis test showed that most family spend their
money on everyday needs ranging from less than Rp500,000 with an average
families expenditure per capita per month of Rp248.554.

One of the causes of inprosperous family is low income received by family.
Income farm workers in July 2014 amounted to Rp44.569 per day (The Central
Statistics Agency 2014). Thus, income farm workers for one month around
Rp1.337.070, so per capita income of farm workers with the condition as a large
family (six people) amounted to Rp222.845. When compared with the Poverty
Line (PL) of The Central Statistics Agency for rural areas in Indonesia in
September 2013, which amounted to Rp275.779 per capita per month, we can say
that the family is in impoverished condition. The analysis showed that the average
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farmer family income per capita per month is less than the family expenditure per
capita. This is in line with Simanjuntak (2010b) who stated that to meet the needs
of families and cover the shortfall needs of the families, farmer families will
borrow and get assistance from relatives or government.

Asset is one of the resources or property owned by a family that can be cash
or non cash form (Hartoyo & Aniri, 2010). In this study, the assets are divided
into five groups: home, garden or paddy fields, small livestock, large livestock
and motorcycle. Therefore, families who have more assets tend to be more
prosperous when compared with families who have limited assets (Iskandar et al.,
2010). The house is an important necessity for every family (Simanjuntak,
2010b). A permanent home or one's own can be a reunification for a child who
has been separated from his family (Torrico, 2009). Based on the ownership of
assets, it is known that most families (85.7%) had a house with a family-owned
ownership status and as much as 14.3% of families was living in extended family
or contracting. More than half of respondents (62.9%) had a garden or paddy
fields. The land was normally planted with pokcoi, leeks, carrots, turnips, and
ornamental pieces vegetables which can then be sold to a middleman (middlemen
farmers). About three-quarters of respondents (74.3%) and the majority of
respondents (97.1%) didn’t have a small livestock such as chickens, ducks, goats
and cattle or big like a cow. A total of (60.0%) of respondents had a personal
vehicle such as a motorcycle because the motorcycle prices can already be
reached by the respondents. Motorcycle was used by the respondent to access the
needs of agriculture and other purposes.

Vulnerability of Children

The vulnerability of children is a term used to describe a group of children
because of the circumstances, conditions and culture as well as the structure of the
pressure that can cause not or does not fulfill the rights of children, and often
infringed upon (Suyanto, 2010). Vulnerability of children was categorized into
internal vulnerability (social and emotional) and external vulnerability (family and
neighborhood). Internal vulnerability of children was seen by two-dimensional—
emotional and social. Emotion is one factor that can create a feeling of
vulnerability which is not good if this can not be managed well (Ehring et al.,
2010). The analysis result showed that the highest internal vulnerability in a
farmer's son is an average dimension associated with the children emotional
vulnerability (31.71). That means that children are not able to regulate emotional
behavior. This can be seen from the quite low emotional indicators met by
children.

Internal social vulnerability is a factor that can lead to vulnerability due to
the emergence of inequality among individuals that can cause hurt responses to
each other or drop to each other (Cutter et al., 2003). The analysis showed that the
social vulnerability of children was in the low category (91.4), this indicates that
the majority of children do not do anything that could harm another person such
as fight with friend, hit or attack others, and sit on the roadside to interfere other
people.

Internal vulnerability variable of children shows that over half of the
children approached the vulnerability internally (51.4%), this indicates that the
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child has not been able to meet the personal needs that exist in the psychological
dimentions, which is felt by children and disease ever felt during the last six
months. External variables in Table 1 show that most children do not experience
the vulnerability. This shows that the family is able to meet the basic needs of
children such as the need of meal regularly in two or three times a day and can
buy children's clothing once a year in minimum.

Table 1 Distribution of variables based on internal and external vulnerability of

children
Dimension

Category Internal VVulnerability External Vulnerability
Social Emotion Family Environment

Low (<75,0) 91,4 97,1 91,4 88,6

High (>75,0) 8,6 2,9 8,6 11,4

Min-Max(0-100) 0-100 0-75 0-100 30-90
Mean+SD 19,63+28,72 31,71+21,49 43.46+29,87 56,57+15,71

External vulnerability of children seen by two dimensions: the family and the
environment. The analysis showed that the highest external vulnerability in
children of farmers is the average dimension associated with a child's environment
(56.57). This shows that there is a neighborhood farmer's son that can be harmful
for the condition of teenagers who do not continue higher education. Early
marriage, teens who are extravagant, and the lack of jobs so that cause many of
unemployed around the neighborhood children. The neighborhood children that
affect children's vulnerability according to Skinner et al. (2004), is an unsafe
environment as less viable settlement, the number of crime, and the lack of
adequate facilities as a child, such as educational facilities and children's
playground. Then the results of analyzes related to the family indicate that the
external vulnerability of children belongs the low category (91.4%). This shows
that the vulnerability of children who come from families do not make the
condition of child dangerous. The quality of the relationship between parents and
children is an important factor for development of children and adolescents.
According to Wong et al. (2009), close relationship between parents and children
will increase the child's feelings of support and sense of security, and conflict
among generations can be reduced.

Child Welfare

Child welfare is an order of life and livelihood of children to ensure the
reasonable growth and development spiritually, physically, and socially well (Act
No. 4 of 1979). Child welfare can be seen from feeling happy or satisfied
perceived by the child to the child's life related to psychological, economic, and
social condition. The children in this study can be said to be prosperous children
because they tend to have good self confidence, enjoy life, and feel useful for
families and others. They have many friends, independent, energetic, a good
chance, feel satisfied and happy, economic needs of children fulfilled. Moreover,
children have achievement in school. Children said to be inprosperous children
are they who feel themselves inferior (inferior), cannot enjoy life, feel useless, feel
lonely and always troublesome, despair, do not have many choices or let go, do
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not feel satisfied and happy, have difficulties in terms of economy and problems
in school. Indicators of child welfare social dimension shows that children tend to
do well in school. This is in line with research Statham & Chase (2010) who states
that learning is closely related to child welfare. Learning and wellbeing can show
changes from childhood to adolescence.

Economic and social dimensions have the highest average. When viewed as
a whole, it is an indicator of the economic difficulties in the economic dimension
which has the average score of 4.74, meaning that children whose families
experience economic difficulties. This shows that the welfare of the family in
terms of the economy tend to be fairly good, according to the statement’s Nadiya
(2013) stated that a good family welfare will improve the welfare of children as
well. On the psychological dimension, the highest average indicator of children is
that children have hope and encouragement which is quite good. The lowest
average in the psychological dimension is on indicators of child feeeling himself
unhappy and do not have many choices or tend to surrender to the circumstances.
This indicates that the psychological wellbeing of children can be influenced by
the quality of parenting. According to Thompson et al. (2007) it is suggested that
family factors play an important role to determine the child's psychology. This can
be seen from the height of family social support, low pressure exerted family, and
high warmth created in the family. In addition, the child does not feel the
happiness and tend to surrender, in this study, it was also found that children
tended to be insecure and lonely.

According to Moore et al. (2008) well-being of children can mean that a
child who has had the status of individual biological (healthy lifestyle and overall
health as well as the function), the psychological health of the individual (how
people think about their own situation and how they get along in a social
environment, including the ability to cope with the situation free from the
problems that exist), social health (referring to basic skills in participating in
constructive activities, as well as the ability to connect emotionally with family,
friends, and the environment), and education or intellectual (skills associated with
a person's ability to learn, remember, to apply cognitive skills and get involved
with the school) good.

Table 2 Distribution of variables based on subjective well-being of children

Category Dimension .
Psychology Economy Social
Low (<75,0) 65,7 48,6 48,6
High (>75,0) 34,3 51,4 51,4
Min-Max (0-100) 29-100 0-100 0-100
Mean+SD 66,57+18,96 62,11+36,20 68,37+34,09

Table 2 shows that the subjective well-being of children in psychological
dimensions included in the low category (65.7%), whereas in the economic and
social dimensions of subjective well-being of children, this tends to be high
(51.4%). This suggests that the children of farmers tend not to feel the happiness
and satisfaction on themselves. There are quite few numbers of children who are
in a psychological dimension to the lower categories because there are some
indicators that cannot be met by the child, so the acquisition of well-being scores

32



Primasari &Puspitawati / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

is low. Children’s indicators do not have many options and are not happy to have
the lowest average value score, which means that the child feels that they do not
have many choices and suffer so that children are not able to express the feelings
felt. This is caused by lack of children exposure to parents so that children have
difficulty in expressing unfavorable feelings that he was experiencing.

In the variable subjective well-being of children, five of the seven children
state that a child has not been prosperous. This indicates that the child was not yet
to feel the happiness and satisfaction with what is being experienced by children
such as relationships with parents, siblings, friends, hygiene and safety in the
home and school environment.

Typology of Children Vulnerability and Child Welfare

Typology of children vulnerability and welfare in this study seen by the
distribution of vulnerability categories of children with subjective well-being of
children, namely the high vulnerability of children and the low vulnerability of
children with the high child welfare and the low child welfare differentiated into
Type 1, Type 2, Type 3, and Type 4. Fourth typology is modified from a model
typology T-Double ABCX of family adjustment and adaptation by McCubbin and
McCubbin (1987) in Farhood (2004). Type model of vulnerability of children and
child welfare will be achieved through two levels (low and high) between the
dimensions of vulnerability and the dimensions of child welfare. Dimension of
child vulnerability is defined as the unfulfilled basic need condition of children
such as physical, emotional, social, and environmental development of the
interaction between children in the family and society (Skinner et al., 2004;
Bannett, 2012). Meanwhile, subjective well-being of children is defined as a
condition of the child's level of satisfaction to herself psychologically,
economically and socially based perception (subjective).

Typology vulnerability of children in this study is seen by the distribution of
child vulnerability categories with the existing child welfare on farm families,
namely the vulnerability of children which is low and the high vulnerability of
children which is high and low child welfare. Typology vulnerability of children
and the welfare of the children in this study are distinguished into four types,
namely: 1) Type 1, is a type of children's vulnerability which is currently low,
while the high child welfare means that the child is able to cope problems, or
children are able to perceive a problem as a very tough and they do not interfere
the pleasure of a child and is satisfied and happy with the circumstances
surrounding the child or children; 2) Type 2, the current type of vulnerability of
children and higher child welfare can be interpreted even if the child has a
problem against him, but the child still feel the happiness and satisfaction
maintained; 3) Type 3, it is a type of children's vulnerability when it is high while
child welfare is low. This means that children have the problems that can not be
handled so that children feel dissatisfied and unhappy with their situation; 4) Type
4, the current type of vulnerability of children and the welfare of children are low,
meaning that the child is able to overcome the existing problems but children may
not feel the happiness and joy to the condition itself and the environment around
the child. Distribution typology of children vulnerability and welfare can be seen
in Table 3. The result showed that more than half of the children in the typology
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of the vulnerability of the children included in the Type 4 are the vulnerability of
children which is low and lower child welfare with a percentage of 74.3 percent.
The problems that occur in children are regarded as something that can be
addressed by the child but the child may not feel the happiness on herself. There is
25.7 percent of children included in Type 1 is the child vulnerability low but child
welfare high. In this case the children tend to be able to solve the problems on the
child so that the child is able to feel the happiness and satisfaction on herself.

KS2 (>75,0)

( AV 4 N\
Tipe 1 Tipe 2

25,7% 0,0%

\_ J \_
KR 1 (<75,0) KR 2 (>75,0)
( N[ N

Tipe 4 Tipe 3

74,3% 0,0%
\ J \ J

\

KS1 (<75,0)

Information:

KR 1 = Low Vulnerability (<75,0; score 0-100)
KR 2 = High Vulnerability (> 75.0; score 0-100)
KS 1 =Low Welfare (<75,0; score 0-100)

KS 2 = High Welfare (> 75.0; score 0-100)

Figure 1 The typology distribution of children vulnerability and child welfare

The Relationship between Family Characteristics, Children Characteristics
and Children Vulnerability and Children Welfare

The correlation test between family size with child welfare is negatively
significant (Table 4). That is, the greater the number of family members, the lower
welfare the child would be. According Muflikhati et al. (2010), families with the
larger number of family members tend to be inprosperous in comparison to the
number of less family members. Then the child's birth order is correlated
negatively significant with child welfare. That is, the greater child's birth order,
the lower the child's welfare, and vice versa the smaller the birth order of the
child, higher the child's welfare. Hurlock (1980) stated that children, adolescents
and adults who are from various positions on birth order indicate that birth order
can be a factor in determining personal and social adjustment by the individual
throughout his life. Meanwhile, the age of the father and mother did not correlated
negatively significant with child welfare. That is the higher or the older of a father
and mother, the less welfare of the children.
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Table 4 Pearson correlation coefficient of family and children characteristics
with the children vulnerability and child welfare

Pearson Correlation

Variables Children Subjective Child Welfare
Vulnerability

Family Characteristic
Father Age (years) 0,079 - 0,277
Mother Age (years) 0,093 -0,295
Length of father education (years) 0,240 0,275
Length of mother education (years) 0,112 0,060
Family Size (person) -0,088 -0,338*
Family Income (per capita) 0,095 -0,015
Child characteristics
Children Age (years) -0,157 0,048
Children Birth Order (to-) -0,126 -0,385*
Children Internal VVulnerability (score O- - 0,223
100)
Children Welfare (score 0-100) 0,223

Note: * significant on p-value <0.05

According to Hurlock (1980) the higher of person's age, the more problems
faced, so happiness is felt to be on the wane. Length of father and mother
education is not significantly positively associated with child welfare. That is, the
higher education of the father and mother, the higher the child welfare will be.
Philips (2002) stated that children coming from parents who have higher
educations will improve children quality and welfare compared to those coming
from low education parents.

Then, the child's age did not significantly positively associated with child
welfare. That is, the older the child, the higher the child welfare. According to
Sixmith et al. (2007) well-being of children aged 8 to 12 years is achieved when
the interpersonal relationships with family and friends (including pets), and the
positive activities or things to do goes according to developmental stages.

The results in Table 4 above also show that the family and the child
characteristics variable do not have a significant relationship with the children's
vulnerability. This is consistent with research by De Ocampo et al. (2003), which
states that there is no relationship between the demographics of parents (father
and mother's education, father and mother's age, and socioeconomic status) with
the vulnerability of children. Age of the father and mother, father and mother long
education related to family income and the child's age but not significantly
positively associated with children's vulnerability. That is, the older the mother,
the father and the children's vulnerability is increasing.

DISCUSSION
This study uses the theory of structural-functional approach. Functional
structural assume that each family is a system consisting of subsystems that are
interconnected and become one entity (Megawangi, 2014). Structural-functional
theory approach can be used to analyze the role of family members in order to
function properly to maintain the integrity of the family and society (Newman &
Grauerholz, 2002). One important aspect of the structural-functional perspective
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is that every family is physically and mentally healthy. In other words, there is
division of tasks or roles which are obvious family functions, these functions are
arranged in a hierarchical structure that is harmonious, and their commitment to
the implementation of the role or function. Family structure in this study is a
complete family consisting of father, mother, and child. The father is the head of
the family as well as the main breadwinner, all kinds of work that fathers did in
this study were farmers, and a small portion mother helped earn a living extras
such as farming also trades and most of the wife of an obligation fully to his
family, while the children fulfill their obligation to assist the work.

Both parents were helping with household tasks and in terms of farming as
well as the right to study and they were given love affection and protection of
their parents. Based on the characteristics of the family can be said that farming
families are relatively more traditional. This is evident from the large number of
family members in a family of farmers so that farming families included in this
type of extended family, the husband role as the main breadwinner and the wife's
role as a housewife, workplace and living quarters are relatively close together,
and the child according to the parents and wife very obedient to her husband.
There is a family of poor farmers in meeting the economic needs of the family as
well as the lack of care for children's basic needs such as physical and
psychosocial health that can lead to turmoil in the family of one vulnerability in
children.

Family means respondents in this study who had a meaning that the family
is the place to share the ups and downs, a build a future together, the pride of
every member of the family, the fun, happiness and able to guide the family to be
able to live better. Based on family meaning, it can be concluded that farming
families in this study still considers that the family is as very important and
precious. Cultural background is one factor of the importance of a family.
Families in this study generally have Sundanese cultural background that has
characteristics of the people gentle, smooth words, friendly, adhering to the faith
and piety, mutual respect, and mutual respect. Family farmers in this study belong
to the morfostatic system — the system which maintaines stability and have
restrictions on caregivers from outside and give negative feedback. Families with
these systems tend to be closed (closed system), which is more concerned with the
internal exchange of the exchange outside the system, such as using the labor of
their own family members than on the help of others (Deacon & Firebaugh 1988).

According to respondents, child is a child that is everything for the parents,
the parents have high expectations of the children whose parents want their
children to be responsible, to educate their children to high school, to be
successful for the nation and the state, to success in education, employment and a
child's future. Based on the meaning of the child to the family, we can conclude
that the family had good expectations for their children. Son of farmers in this
study belong to the category with lower children's vulnerability and lower child
welfare or included in Type 4. That is the child who is able to overcome the
existing problems in the child but the child is still not yet feel the happiness and
satisfaction of the child's life. Although fathers and mothers have low education
and father's occupation as a farmer, but parents can still provide protection and
their affection towards their children. This is not in line with Anthony et al. (2003)
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which states that the low parental education will increase the vulnerability of
children. This is in contrast with the results for the average family of rural
communities such as farmers, especially the traditional family is generally low
education level. But the farmers whose education is low education levels, parents
can still spend a lot of time for their kids. Time is one component of investment
for children (Bryant & Zink, 2006). The work of farmers who do not all day in the
garden can make parents feel free for children who tend to be more. Give parents
free time for children is the time to engage in parenting. Good parenting of
parents will make children can grow and develop properly. This can reduce
children's vulnerability to the physical and psychological child because the
parents, especially the mother to control the situation of children with physical or
mental child. Moreover, it can be seen that a family function in the family farmer
to run well, this is in line with the Thompson et al. (2007) which states that a
family function to improve the mental health of children, so that children can
overcome the problems that exist in the child's own.

Limitations in this study is the vulnerability of children and the welfare of
children which can be only seen by the viewpoints and perceptions of children
and mothers, not based on the statements of all family members. This research is a
new look at the vulnerability of children in the emotional and social dimensions,
while other dimensions have not been included, as well as the welfare of children
only see from a psychological dimension, economic and social. So that the overall
results have not shown. Characteristic examples in this research is also less
diverse. Statement role in the questionnaire used is still not specific or too general
so that they can not see the factors that affect the welfare of children.

Conceptually the welfare of the child depends on the role of parents and the
community. Therefore, improving the quality of parents in parenting and child
protection to meet the needs of children The need for socialization, motivation
and education of government against children to continue their education until the
minimum rank of first mengah schools and parents can encourage their children to
attend school. The need for implantation noble values or characters in children
through education in schools, so that children can be a good person in the future.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION

Conclusions

Internal vulnerability of farm families of children showed that children of
farmers are relatively low. This indicates that the child is able to overcome the
problems in children such as emotional and social. External vulnerabilities family
children indicate that children of farmers are in a lower category. This suggests
that the children of farmers are not in a social environment that makes children
have vulnerable families and surrounding communities. Subjective well-being of
children in a family of farmers showed that the children of farmers are relatively
low. This shows that the children cannot feel happiness and satisfaction in him.

Typology of vulnerability of children and the welfare of children, including
the children's vulnerability Type 4 is low and well-being of children is low. This
shows that even though the child farmers have been able to overcome the
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problems that exist on the emotional and social development, but children may
not feel the happiness and satisfaction on her. But there are families that belong to
Type 1 — vulnerability of children low and child welfare high. None of the
farmers' children is currently on the type of vulnerability of children and the
welfare of children is in Type 2 and Type 3.

The greater the number of family members and the greater the child's birth
order, the less subjective the well-being of children. There is no significant
relationship between family variables and children with children's vulnerability.
The results also showed that the higher vulnerability of children, the subjective
well-being of children will be low, and vice versa, but the relationship between
the two is not significant.

Recommendation

From the results of the study, it can be suggestted that first, the need for
child protection on the vulnerability of children and improving the welfare of
children by the government or the education, social services, and services related
to child protection. This is to support the contents of the Act No23 of 2002 on the
protection of children and the Law No. 4 of 1979 on child welfare. Secondly, the
need for socialization, education or empowerment, and assistance to families in
regards to family planning programs in order to improve the welfare of children.
Third, the population in this study has the characteristic of a homogeneous
sample, so that the site selection in future studies is expected to have the
characteristics of different examples, e.g. highland and lowland farmers.

REFERENCE

Andrews, G., Skinner, D., Zume, K. (2006). Epidemiology of health and
vulnerability among children orphaned and made vulnerable by HIV/AIDS
in sub-Saharan Africa. AIDS Care: Psychological and Socio-medical
Aspects of AIDS/HIV. 18(3): 269-276

Anshor, M.U., Ghalib, A. (2010). Parenting With Love. Bandung (ID): Mizania

Anthony, K.K., Gil, K.M., Schanberg, L.E. (2003). Brief report: Parental
perceptions of child vulnerability in children with chronnic illness. Journal
of Pediatric Psychology. 28(3):185-190

Bannet, H.P. (2012). The white paper for vulnerable child Volume I [Internet].
[Diunduh 2014 juli 24]. Tersedia pada:
http://www.msd.govt.nz/documents/about-msd-and-our-work/work-
programmes/policy-development/white-paper-vulnerable-children/white-
paper-for-vulnerable-children-volume-1.pdf

Bryant, W.K., Zink, C.D. (2006). The Economic Organization of the Household,
Second Edition. New York (US): Cambridge Univ Pr.

Bruskas, D. (2008). Children in foster care: a vulnerable population at risk.
Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Nurshing. 21(2):70-77

Cutter, S.L., Boruff, B.J., Shirley, W.L. (2003). Social vulnerability to
environmental hazards. Social Science Quarterly. 84(2):242-261.

38



Primasari &Puspitawati / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

Daniel, B. (2010). Concepts of adversity, risk, vulnerability and resilience: a
discussion in the context of the ‘child protection system’. Social Policy &
Society. 9(2):231-241

De Ocampo, A.C., Macias, M.M, Saylor, C.F, Kartikaneni, L.D. (2003). Caretaker
perception of child vulnerability predicts behavior problems in nicu
graduates. Child Psychiatry and Human Development. 34(2): 83-96

Deacon. R., Firebaugh, F. (1988). Family Resource Management: Principles and

Applications, 2nd Edition. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, Inc.

De Duncan, A.F., Caughy, M.O. (2009). Parenting style and the vulnerable child
syndrome. Journal of Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Nurshing.
22(4):228-234

Ehring, T., Caffier, B.T., Gross, J.J., Schnulle, J., Fischer, S. (2010). Emotion
regulation and vulnerability to depression: spontaneous versus instructed
use of emotion suppression and reappraisal. American Psychological
Association. 10(4):563-572.

Engle, P.L., Castle, S., Menon, P. (1996). Child development: vulnerability and
resilience [Internet]. [Diunduh 2014 Oktober 23]. Tersedia pada:
http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/97309/2/child%20development.pdf

Farhood, L.F. (2004). The impact of low stress on the health of Lebanese families.

Research an Theory for Nursing Practice: An International Journal. 18(2/3).
Fernandes, L., Mendes, A., Teixeira, A.A.C. (2010). A review essay on child
well-being measurment: uncovering the paths for future research. FEP
Working Papers [Internet]. [Downloaded 2014 February 20]. Tersedia
pada: www. Fep.up.pt/investigacao/workingpapers/ 10.12.20_wp 396. pdf

Firdaus, (2008). The relationship between economic pressure, financial
management, and coping mechanisms with family welfare women tea
pickers [Underganduate thesis]. Bogor (ID): Bogor Agricultural Institute

Forsyth, B.W.C., Horwitz, S.M., Leventhal, J.M., Burger, J., Leaf, P.J. (1996).

The child vulnerability scale: an instrument to measure parental perceptions
of child vulnerability. Journal of Pediatric Psychology. 21(1):89-101.

Guralnick, M.J. (1998). Effectiveness of early intervention for vulnerable

children: a developmental perspective. American Journal on Mental
Retardation. 102(4):319-345

Gustiana, W.D. (2012). Parental perceptions about secondary education and
expenditure allocation to education in a family of farmers in Bogor
[thesis]. Bogor (ID): Bogor Agricultural University.

Hastuti, D. (2009). Parenting : Theory and Principles and Its Application in
Indonesia. Bogor (ID): Institut Pertanian Bogor

Hartayo, Aniri, N.B. (2010). Analysis of level of family welfare fidh farmers and
non fish farmers Bogor. Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences. 3 (1):
64-73

Hurlock, E.B. (1980). Developmental Psychology. 5th ed. Jakarta (ID): Erlangga.

Ihromi, T.O. (2004). Anthology, sociology of the family. Ihromi TO, editor.
Jakarta: Book Torch.

Institute for Human Services for the Ohio Child Welfare Trainning Program.
(2011). Assessing Child Vulnerabilities [Internet]. [Downloaded 2014 July
18]; Available at:

39


http://ageconsearch.umn.edu/bitstream/97309/2/child%20development.pdf

Primasari &Puspitawati / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

http://www.ocwtp.net/PDFs/CAPMIS/D.%20Child%20Vulnerabilities%2
OReading.pdf

Iskandar, Hartoyo, Sumarwan, U, Khomsan, A. (2010). Factors that affect of
family welfare. Journal of Community Nutrition, Department Community
Nutrition, Faculty of Human Ecology, Bogor Agricultural University,
Bogor. 10 (2): 133-141

Krikpatrick, S.M., Rojjanasrirat, W., South, B.J., Sindt, J.A, Williams, L.A.
(2012). assessment of emotional status of orphans and vulnerable children
in Zambia. Journal of Nurshing Scholarship. 44(2): 194-201

Kumpulainen, S. (2006). Vulnerability Concepts in Hazard and Risk Assessment.
Geological Survey of Finland, Special Paper. 42:65-75

Lippman, L.H. (2007). Indicators and indicies of child well-being: a brief
American history. Social Indicators Research. 83:39-53

Marliana, S. (2012). Suicide as a conscious choice individual: critical analysis of
philosophical concepts against suicide Emile Durkheim. [Thesis]. Depok
(ID): Faculty of Humanities, Philosophy Studies Program, University of
Indonesia.

Mealli, F., Pudney, S., Rosati, F. (2006). Measuring the economic vulnerability of
children in developing countries. An application to Guatemala [Internet].
[Diunduh 2013 Desember 03]. Tersedia pada:
https://www.iser.essex.ac.uk/files/iser_working_papers/2006-28.pdf

Megawangi, R. 2014). Allowing different; new perspective on gender relations.
Jakarta (ID): mizan.

Moore, K.,A., Theokas, C., Lippman, L., Bloch, M., Vandivere, S., O’hare, W.
(2008). A microdata child well-being index: conceptualization, creation,
and findings. Child Indicators Research. 1: 17-50

Muflikhati, 1. Hartoyo, Sumarwan, U., Fahrudin, A., Puspitawati, H. (2010). The
socio-economic conditions and the level of family welfare: the case in
coastal areas of West Java. Journal of Family and Consumer Sciences. 3
(1) .1-10.

Muriuki, A.M., Moss, T. (2016). The impact of professional social workers and
community health care workers in Cote d'lvoire: Contributions to the
rotection and social support of vulnerable children in a resource poor
country. Children and Youth Services Review. 67: 230-237

Nadiya, A. (2013). The relationship between family welfare with children welfare
in farm families. [thesis]. Bogor (ID): Bogor Agricultural University.

Newman, D.M., Grauerholz, L. (2002). Sociology of families. Thousand Oaks,
CA: Pine Forge Press.

Permana, R. (2008). West Java disaster reduction center studies: disaster relief
equal to tackle poverty [Internet]. [Downloaded 2014 December 17].
Available at: http://wjdrsc.wordpress.com/2008/04/20/mengatasi-bencana-
mengatasi-kemiskinan/

Peterson, T.L., Chatters, L.M., Taylor, R.J., Nguyen, A.W. (2014). Subjective
well-being of older African Americans with DSM IV psychiatric
disorders. Journal of Happiness Studies. 15(5): 1179-1196

40


http://www.ocwtp.net/PDFs/CAPMIS/D.%20Child%20Vulnerabilities%20Reading.pdf
http://www.ocwtp.net/PDFs/CAPMIS/D.%20Child%20Vulnerabilities%20Reading.pdf
http://wjdrsc.wordpress.com/2008/04/20/mengatasi-bencana-mengatasi-kemiskinan/
http://wjdrsc.wordpress.com/2008/04/20/mengatasi-bencana-mengatasi-kemiskinan/

Primasari &Puspitawati / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

Philips, K.R. (2002). Parent work and child well being in low income families,
urban institute [Internet]. [Downloaded 2014 November 30]. Available
pada: http://www.urban.org/uploadedpdf/acf3d39.pdf

Pollard, E.L., Lee, P.D. (2003). Child well-being: a systematic review of the
literature. Social Indicators Research. 61(1):59-78

Purdy, 1.B. (2004). Vulnerable: a concept analysis. Nurshing Forum. 39(4): 25-33

Puspitawati, H. (2012a). The role of gender, women's economic contribution and
family welfare horticultural farmers. [thesis]. Bogor (ID): Bogor
Agricultural Values.

, (2013). Introduction to the study of the family. Bogor: IPB

Press.

Raphael, B., Stevens, G., Pedersen, K. (2006). Vulnerability and mental health.
Vulnerability and youth studies: an international interdisciplinary. Journal
for  Research, Policy and Care. 1(2): 127-138, doi:
10.1080/17450120600863380

Simanjuntak M. (2010a). Factors that affect family welfare and learning
achievement of children in Receiver of Hope Family Program. [thesis].
Bogor (ID): Bogor Agricultural University.

,  (2010b). Demographic characteristics, social and family
economics in receiver of hope family program (PKH). Journal of Family
and Consumer Sciences. 3 (2): 101-113

Sixmith, J., Gabhainn, S.,N., Fleming, C., O’Higgins, S. (2007). Childrens’,
parents’, and teachers’ perceptions of child wellbeing. Health Education.
107(6): 511-523

Skinner, D., Tsheko, N., Munyati, S.,M., Segwabe, M., Chibatamoto, P.,
Chandiwana, S.,M.,B., Nkoma, N., Tlou, S., Chitiyo, G. (2004). Defining
Orphaned and Vulnerable Children [Internet]. [Diunduh 2014 Februari
17]. Tersedia
pada:https://www.k4health.org/sites/default/files/Defining%200rphaned%
20and%20Vulnerable%20Children%20%20Defining%200rphaned%20an
d%20Vulnerable%20Children%20-%20Entire%20eBook.pdf

Sprinthall, N.A, Sprinthall, R.C, (1990). Educational Psychology: A
Developmental approach ed.5. New York: Mc. Grawhill.

Statham, J., Chase, E. (2010). Childhood wellbeing: A brief overview [Internet].
[Downloaded 2014 April 13]. Available at:
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/183197/Child-Wellbeing-Brief.pdf

Sumarwan, U. (2002). Consumer behavior: theory and practice in marketing.
Bogor (ID): Ghalia Indonesia.

Sunarti, E. (2004). Parenting by Heart. Jakarta (ID): PT. Elex Media Komputindo

.(2009). Vulnerability indicators of farmers and fishermen family for
disaster risk reduction in agriculture [Internet]. [Downloaded 2014 April
207, Available at:
http://repository.ipb.ac.id/bitstream/handle/123456789/53266/Indikator%?2
OKerentanan.pdf?sequence=1

The National Family Planning Board. (1996). Opinion prosperous family
development. Jakarta (ID): The National Family Planning Board

41


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/183197/Child-Wellbeing-Brief.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/183197/Child-Wellbeing-Brief.pdf
http://repository.ipb.ac.id/bitstream/handle/123456789/53266/Indikator%20Kerentanan.pdf?sequence=1
http://repository.ipb.ac.id/bitstream/handle/123456789/53266/Indikator%20Kerentanan.pdf?sequence=1

Primasari &Puspitawati / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

The Central Statistics Agency. (1996). Indicator of children and youth welfare
1996. Jakarta (ID): BPS

. (2013). Poor people and poverty line 1970-2013

[Internet]. [Downloaded 2014 December 04]. Available at:

http://www.bps.go.id/tab_sub/view.php?kat=1&tabel=1&daftar=1&id_su

byek=23&notab=7

. (2014). Monthly report on socio-economic

data. Jakarta (ID): BPS

. (2016). Percentage of poor people by

province, 2013-2016 [Internet]. [Accessed 2016 December 05]. Available

at: https://www.bps.go.id/linkTableDinamis/view/id/1219

. (2016). Characteristics of poor households
and non-poor households in 2013 and 2014 [Internet]. [Accessed 2016
December 05]. Available at:
https://www.bps.go.id/linkTableDinamis/view/id/908

Suyanto, B. (2010). Social Problem Child: Revised Edition. Jakarta: Prenada
Media Group

Tembong, G.P. (2006). Smart Parenting. Jakarta (ID): PT. Alex Media
Komputindo

The Ministry of Education and Culture. Invite Mendikbud Post. (2013). Open to
Students Reduce Dropout [Internet]. [Accessed 2014 November 26].
Jakarta (ID). Available at: http://kemdikbud.go.id/kemdikbud/node/1037

The President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, OGAC. (2006). Orphans and
Other Vulnerable Children Programming Guidance for United States
Government In-Country Staff and Implementing Partners [Internet].
[Diunduh 2014 februari 14]. Tersedia pada:
http://www.pepfar.gov/documents/organization/83298.pdf

Thomasgard, M., Metz, W.P. (1999). Parent-child relationship disorders: What do
the child vulnerability scale and the parent protection scale measure?.
Clinical Pediatrics. 38(6): 347-354

Thompson, R., Lindsey, M.A., English, D.J., Hawley, K.M., Lambert, S., Browne,
D. (2007). The influence of family environment on mental health need and
service use among vulnerable children. Child Welfare. 86(5): 57-74

Torrico, R. (2009. From poverty to child welfare involment: the critical role of
housing in family stability [Internet]. [Di unduh 2014 Desember 6 ].
Tersedia pada:
http://www.socialworkers.org/practice/children/2009/sept2009.pdf

UNICEF. (2011). Children and climate change: children’s vu;nerability to climate
change and disaster impacts in East Asia and the Pacific [Internet].

[Diunduh 2014 Desember 05]. Tersedia pada:
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/Climate Change Regional Report 14
Nov_final.pdf17]. Tersedia pada:

http://www.unicef.org/indonesia/id/media_21386.html
, (2012). Summary of child protection studies [Internet]. [Downloaded

2014 September 24]. Available at:
http://www.unicef.org/indonesia/id/A7 B Ringkasan Kajian Perlindung
an.pdf

42


http://kemdikbud.go.id/kemdikbud/node/1037
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/Climate_Change_Regional_Report_14_Nov_final.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/media/files/Climate_Change_Regional_Report_14_Nov_final.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/indonesia/id/A7__B_Ringkasan_Kajian_Perlindungan.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/indonesia/id/A7__B_Ringkasan_Kajian_Perlindungan.pdf

Primasari &Puspitawati / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

, (2013). Conference on the child poverty and social protection brought
new hope to the indonesian children [Internet]. [Downloaded 2014
December 17]. Available at:
http://www.unicef.org/indonesia/id/media_21386.html

Woolfolk, A.E, (2004), Educational Psychology 9th ed. United State of America:
Mc. Grawhill

Wong, F.K.D., Chang, Y.L, He, X.S. (2009). Correlates of psychological
wellbeing of children of migrant workers in Shanghai, China. Social
Psychiat Epidemiol. 44:815-824.

Yanti, L. (2013). Analysis of factors affecting demand of life insurance in
makassar. [thesis]. Makassar (ID): Department of Economics, Faculty of
Economics and Business, University of Hasanuddin.

Yuda, D.C.K. (2012). Causes of children out of school and abatement method.
[thesis]. Malang (ID): Department of Special Education School, State
University of Malang

Zambrana, R.E., Dorrington, C. (1998). Economic and social vulnerability of
latino children and families by subgroup: implications for child welfare.
Child Welfare League of America. 82(1):5-27.

43


http://www.unicef.org/indonesia/id/media_21386.html

Journal of Family Sciences E-ISSN : 2460-2329
2016, Vol. 01, No. 02, 44-54

The Effect of Family Interaction and Decision-Making Toward
Marital Quality of Family with Migrant Husband

Tin Herawati* Inne Nurajizah
Department of Family and Consumer Sciences,  Department of Family and Consumer Sciences,
Faculty of Human Ecology, Faculty of Human Ecology,
Bogor Agricultural University Bogor Agricultural University

*Corresponding author: tinherawati@ipb.ac.id

ABSTRACT

Lagging economic conditions, especially in rural areas cause residents leave their
hometown or become a migrant to get a job in order to meet the family needs. This study
aimed to analyze the influence of family characteristics, family interaction, and decision-
making on marital quality in families with migrant husband. The design of this study was
cross sectional study involving wives, who had migrant husbands and teenage children
(age 12-18), as respondents. The study was conducted in Banyuresmi Village, Garut
Regency, West Java, Indonesia which were selected purposively. Data were collected
through interview using questionnaire. The results showed that family income and
conjugal interaction were the factors that allowed an increase in marital quality. On the
other hand, decision-making did not have a significant effect on marital quality of the
family with migrant husband.

Keywords: decision-making, family interaction, marital quality, migrant husband
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INTRODUCTION

The number of poor people in West Java is quite high, reaching 4.297.038
people with the percentage of poor people in the villages which is higher than that
in the city (Statistics Indonesia, 2013). Population growth that does not go along
with the growth of job opportunities makes it difficult to get a job. It leads most
people go out of the village to find permanent or temporary jobs in the town.
These events will certainly affect the interaction in the family. The impact of
migration toward social conditions is the decreased in interaction, affection,
guidance, encouragement and, protection of the father (Heru, et al., 2011). Sunarti
(2013) mentions that a good interaction is indispensable in the family because it
will bring happiness, harmony, and the perpetuation of marital satisfaction.

Good interaction is very important because it may influence family life;
otherwise, bad interaction will adversely influence family life. The results study
of Yigibalom (2013) showed that poor interaction between family members in
many aspects of life will lead to family conflict or disharmony. According to
Iskandar (2007), loosening of interaction between family members can lead to
misunderstanding so that decision-making at the family level becomes less
precise. Mackey & O'Brien (1995) revealed that decision-making undertaken
together, especially in children and parenting problems will increase the level of
marital satisfaction. Chmielewska (2012) has mentioned that decision-making
should be made together because the more a person control his partner, the lower
the quality of the marriage.

Based on the data from the Ministry of Religion (2013) the divorce rate in
Indonesia increased to 14.6 percent, or 324 527 couples. The divorce rate in Garut
district continues to increase from year to year. According to the Ministry of
Religious Affairs Garut (2013) in Garut divorce rate is as much as 1175 then
increased in 2014 with the 1747 figures. The causes of divorce vary between the
couple to each other. Based on data from the Religious Court Garut (2014) factors
causing most dominating divorce is no responsibility, no harmony and economic
issues. The cause of divorced vary between one couple to another. According to
Stanley & Markman (2001), some of the factors that lead to divorce, namely the
lack of interaction between spouses, low commitment, economic problems,
spouse rarely comes home, and the absence of emotional intimacy with children
and couples.

In addition to impacting the relationship of a couple, farewell father also had
an impact on the interaction between children and parents. According Gunarsa
(2004) social interaction that occurs in the family does not occur by itself, but
because there is a specific purpose to be achieved between father, mother, and
child. There is a need to be achieved or the needs of different causes them
interrelated and interact with each other. Parent-child interaction is important,
because it can strengthen the relationship between parents with children and can
provide a sense of security and help the development of children's motivation to
learn. Naim (1979) suggested that the departure of the head of the household to
make a living away from home are (wander) makes less than the creation of a
close relationship between father and child, his father was overseas for a long time
or if the home only for a short time
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The important role of the husband in the household activities would help to
save the wife of excess role in the family so that my wife feel appreciated and the
family atmosphere will be better (Puspitawati, 2008). There are differences in the
perceived level of satisfaction between men and women in financial management
activities. Decision-making is done by the wife of a dominant in the financial
management activities will provide satisfaction for his wife, but the husband was
considered normal thing. According to Mickey and O'Brien in Haseley (2006)
decision together, especially in children and parenting problems will increase the
level of marital satisfaction. When taking decisions, this should be done together
because the more a person to control their partner, the lower the quality of the
marriage (Chmielewska, 2012). According to Iskandar (2007) Loosening of
interaction between members can lead to misunderstanding so that decision-
making at the family level becomes less precise. Results Yigibalom study (2013)
showed that the interaction between members of families with poor family
conflict or disharmony. Based on that, this study was conducted to analyze the
influence of family interaction and family decision making on the quality of
marriage in families with an immigrant husband.

Family interaction is determined by the quality of communication and
adhesion that occurs between members of the family (Puspitawati, 2012). The
interaction in families with a husband would wander distracted because her
husband left the house in a long time to work. Less interaction will have an impact
on decision making improper. If the interaction within the family is not good, it
will badly degrade the quality of marriage and are at risk for the occurrence of the
problems one divorce. Nurcahyanti (2010) mentioned that the bad interaction
between husband and wife will cause problems within the family, especially to the
quality of marriage. The existence of an interference and a failure in
communication and affection would likely lead to decrease happiness and marital
satisfaction. Under these conditions, the study aimed to: (1) identify the
characteristics of family with migrant husband; (2) identify family interaction,
decision-making and the quality of marriage in family with migrant husband; and
(3) analyze the influence of family characteristics, family interaction, and
decision-making on the quality of marriage in family with migrant husband.

RESEARCH METHOD

This research used cross sectional design study. The research was conducted
in Banyuresmi Village, Garut Regency, West Java, Indonesia. This location was
chosen due to the fact that it was a village of the highest number of migrant
husbands in Garut area. The population of this research was a family with
husband migrants residing in Banyuresmi Village. The sample criteria were a
family who had a migrant husband, had teenage children aged 12-18, and willing
to be a participant. As many as 60 wives were chosen purposively as the
respondent.
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The type of data used were primary data. The primary data came from an
interview through a questionnaire given to respondents. Questionnaire
characteristics of the family (husband and wife) included age, length of education,
occupation, family size, and income which were all given in open questions. The
questionnaire of family interaction was modified from Setioningsih (2010) with
60 items of questions and the reliability value of 0.773. The questions were rated
on a 3-point scale (1 = never, 2 = sometimes, 3 = often). The questionnaire of
decision making was adapted and modified from Puspitawati (2012) with 28 items
of questions and the reliability value of 0.743. This questionnaire used a 5-point
Likert scale (1 = wife only, 2 = dominant wife, 3 = together, 4 = dominant
husband, 5 = husband only). Meanwhile, marital quality was measured using a
modified questionnaire from Conger, et al. (1990) developed by Sunarti et al.
(2005) with 42 items and the reliability value of 0.868. The scale used in this
questionnaire was a 3-point scale (1 = frequently, 2 = sometimes, 3 = never).

Obtained score from each variable was then transformed into index score.
This aimed to get the minimum score of 0 and maximum score of 100 so that each
variable could have the equal unit (Puspitawati & Herawati, 2013). The index
value would be projected into three different categories: low (00.00-33.33),
moderate (33.34-66.67), and high (66.68-100.00). The index formula is as
follows:

obtained score — minimum score

Index = - —
maximum score — minimum score
v 1NN

Data were analyzed using descriptive analysis covering standard deviation,
minimum value, maximum value, and average to interpret the variables. Besides,
inferential analysis was also used for advanced analysis that was multiple linear
regression test. This test aimed to analyze the influence of the independent
variables (family characteristics, family interaction, and decision-making) on the
dependent variable (marital quality).

RESULT

Family Characteristics

The average age of wives was 40 years old and the husbands was 44 years
old. The latest education level of husbands and wives was largely primary school.
Three quarters of husbands worked as labors (76.7%) and the rest worked as
entrepreneurs (23.3%). More than three-quarters of wives (80%) chose to be a
housewife while the rest was traders (15%) and other occupations (5%). Most of
the families in this study consisted of three to nine people with an average family
size of five people. Meanwhile, husbands worked out of town for at least 2 weeks
and a maximum of 24 weeks. Family income per capita per month ranged
between Rp142.857 and Rp1.700.000 with the average of Rp547.946. Therefore,
more than half of the families were not in poor category (81.7%). However, it was
found that nearly a fifth remained as poor (18.3%).
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Mother-Child Interaction

Based on data on Table 1, more than three-quarters of respondents (93.3%)
in this study have interaction at high level while the rest is at moderate level
(6.7%). It indicates that nearly all mother and children communicate very well and
have very good attachment. According to Yigibalom (2013), good interaction is
required in family life in order to create the atmosphere of a harmonious life.

Table 1 Distribution of respondents based on mother-child interaction category

Category Communication Attachment Total

n % n % n %
Low (00.00-33.33) 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Moderate (33.34-66.67) 6 10.00 10 16.70 4 6.70
High (66.68-100.00) 54 90.00 50 83.30 56 93.30
Total 60 100.00 60 100.00 60 100.00

Father-Child Interaction

Table 2 shows that communication and attachment between father and child
are mostly at moderate level (66.7%). This indicates that even though father is not
always at home, he still tries to establish and maintain a good interaction with his
child. However, unlike mother-child interaction, there was one respondent
perceiving father-child interaction at low level.

Table 2 Distribution of respondents based on father-child interaction category

Category Communication Attachment Total

n % n % n %
Low (00.00-33.33) 1 1.70 2 3.30 1 1.70
Moderate (33.34-66.67) 36 60.00 47 78.30 40 66.70
High (66.68-100.00) 23 38.20 11 18.30 19 31.70
Total 60 100.00 60 100.00 60 100.00

Conjugal Interaction

Based on Table 3, it can be seen that more than half of respondents (88.3%)
communicate and have attachment at high level. It indicates that the interaction
established between husband and wife in this study is very good although they
live apart and spend less time physically compared to non-migrant couples.

Table 3 Distribution of respondents based on conjugal interaction category

Category Communication Attachment Total

n % n % n %
Low (00.00-33.33) 0 0.00 0 0.00 0 0.00
Moderate (33.34-66.67) 21 35.00 12 20.00 7 11.70
High (66.68-100.00) 39 65.00 48 80.00 53 88.30
Total 60 100.00 60 100.00 60 100.00

Decision-Making

The results showed that the educational decision making is done jointly by
both husband and wife (61.7%). This indicates that the problem of education is a
shared responsibility between husband and wife. Despite separated long distances,

48



Herawati & Nurajizah / Journal of Family Sciences, 2016, Vol. 01, No. 02

husband and wife can still communicate about their children's education. Unlike
decision-making regarding education, other decision-making are carried out only
by wife, namely financial decision-making (83.3%) and food (90%), health
(56.6%) and the ownership of assets (55%). Meanwhile, decision-making of other
subsistence strategies are dominantly done by wife (58.3%).

Marital Quality

Table 4 shows that most of respondents (73.3%) reveal marital happiness
and marital satisfaction at high level. According to Tati (2004), marital quality is
affected by factors such as affection between husband and wife, mutual support,
fulfilling physical and psychological needs, managing finance well, and avoiding
different opinions. Puspitawati (2012) suggested that a happy marriage is a
marriage based on love; it can make people feel the pleasure of what they
achieved, but do not ignore what has become the basic human needs in order to
meet their satisfaction.

Table 4 Distribution of respondents based on marital quality category

Category Marital happiness Marital satisfaction Total

n % n % n %
Low (00.00-33.33) 0 0.00 1 1.70 1 1.70
Moderate (33.34-66.67) 15 25.00 16 26.70 15 25.00
High (66.68-100.00) 45 75.00 43 71.60 44 73.30
Total 60 100.00 60 100.00 60 100.00

Factors that Influence Marital Quality

As shown in Table 5, the number of Adjusted R Square of 0.284 indicated
that the multiple linear regression model explains 28.4 percent the influence of the
independent variables on marital quality, and the remaining 71.6 percent is
influenced by other variables excluded in this study, such as the support of friends
and neighbors around the residence (Kammeyer, 1987).

Table5 Multiple regression analysis of family characteristics, family
interaction, and decision making on the marital quality

Variable Coefficient si

B Std. Error B g-
Constant 24.683 19.007 0.200
Age of husband (year) 0.365 0.178 0.243 0.046
Husband’s length of education (year) -0.084 0.700 -0.015 0.905
Wife’s length of education (year) 0.083 0.728 0.015 0.910
Family income (IDR) 1.890E-6 0.000 0.266 0.038*
Length of work (week) 0.201 0.376 0.067 0.595
Number of family member (person) 1.028 0.964 0.126 0.292
Mother-child interaction (index score) -0.150 0.332 -0.063 0.653
Father-child interaction (index score) 0.027 0.269 0.013 0.921
Conjugal interaction (index score) 1.220 0.306 0.576 0.000**
Decision making (index score) -0.049 0.144 -0.044 0.735
Uji F 3.341
Sig 0.002**
R Square 0.405
Adjusted R Square 0.284

Note. (*) significant at p<0.05; (**) significant at p<0.01
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The results also showed that family income significantly and positively
influenced marital quality. It indicates that the increasing of family income by
Rp1 will increase the marital quality as well (B = 1.890E-6; B = 0.266; p<0.05).
Conjugal interaction is another factor significantly and positively influencing
marital quality. Marital quality will increase as the increasing of the conjugal
interaction (B = 1.220; B = 0.576; p<0.01). In contrast, family decision making
had no significant effect on marital quality.

DISCUSSION

Migration has an impact on family members who are not taken along. One
of the impacts is the interactions within the family. Nearly the entire respondents
have a mother-child interaction in the high category. The highest achievement in
the aspects of communication is that mothers give advice to children, while the
lowest one is children listen to the advice given by the mother. The highest
achievement in the aspects of maternal attachment is that mothers help children in
solving problems. Conversely, the lowest achievement is mothers know friends of
their children. This is in line with the study of Perez-Brena, et al. (2012) which
stated that the mother was involved in solving children’s problems more than
fathers.

More than half of father-son interaction in migrant families was in medium
category. According to Naim (1979) the departure of the head of the household to
make a living away from home (migrated) is resulting in less creation of an
intimate relationship between the father and son. Children will not familiar with
his father because he is overseas for a long time or stays at home only for a short
time. The highest achievement in the aspects of communication is listening to the
advice given by fathers, while the lowest achievement is fathers take the time to
talk about something personal about their children. The highest achievement in
the aspects of attachment is fathers willing to listen and pay attention if children
get in trouble, while the lowest one is fathers know friends of their children.

Most of conjugal interactions in this study are in the high category. Even
though husbands are migrating, they have a fixed schedule for the return and will
spend quite a lot of time at home. The better the interaction between husband and
wife, the better quality of marriage (Khotibatunnisa, 2014). The highest
achievement in the communication aspects, namely mutual respect.
Communication is one of the factors that influence marital satisfaction.
Rachmawati & Mastuti (2013) stated that good communication and sufficient
leisure time activities are of aspects that can determine marital satisfaction. The
highest achievement in the aspects of attachment is that husbands entrust the
financial management to their wife. This shows that despite migrated, husbands
still maintain the trust to the wives in managing family income.

Financial and food decision making are mostly done by the wife alone. This
is consistent with the study of Morton, et al., (1999) which stated that women
were more dominant in financial decision making in the family. Education and
health decision-making is largely done together. It is in accordance with the study
of Perez-Brena, et al. (2012) which mentioned that decisions regarding the needs
of the school and child's appearance were done collectively. Cetinkaya &
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Gencdogan (2014) mentioned that when a husband and wife had a balanced
position in food decision making, they will have higher marital satisfaction.
Decision-making of assets ownership including the purchase of clothing and home
furnishings are largely decided by wives, while for the purchase of electronic
equipment and home improvement is largely decided by the husband. Belch &
Willis (2001) also mentioned that husbands participate in decision-making for
televisions, cars and insurance, while wives are more to decide in buying
household appliances and food.

Decision-making in the field of other subsistence strategy was done by
wives and nothing was done jointly. Decision-making done by wives included
finding additional work, having the child help with the work, as well as
determining to take saving and make savings. On the other hand, decision-making
done together by husbands and wives included selling/exchanging of goods,
specifying where to do saving, sell assets, and debt. This is in accordance with the
study of Puspa (2007) which stated that decisions in other subsistence strategies
was done together. According Lamana & Riedmann (2009), togetherness between
the spouses that included decision-making, domestic work, finances, and sense of
belonging will increase marital satisfaction.

The results showed that the majority of families in this study had highly
marital quality. Based on the highest achievement in aspects of intimate
relationship, more than three quarters of wives said that they never felt forced to
do sexual intercourse when her husband returned home. According to Duvall &
Miller (1985), if the couples can enjoy their sexual relations, the marriage quality
will increase. Based on the highest achievement in the aspects of love and of
intimate relationships, nearly all wives were satisfied with couples who love to
date. Marital satisfaction was based on love or expression of love by showing
affection from time to time (Lavner, et al., 2014).

The results showed that the level of income will affect the marital quality,
indicating that the higher the family income, the higher the marital quality. Duval
& Miller (1985) stated that the openness in viable and stable of economic life is
the characteristic of marital happiness, and will support the satisfaction of
marriage. Decision-making had no significant effect on marital quality. This is
due to the fact that the decision-making in families with migrant husbands was
almost entirely done by wives only, thus it did not affect the quality of the
marriage. Marital interaction affects the quality of marriage. According to
Zastrow & Asham (1987), factors that existed during the marriage which affected
marital happiness included excellent communication skills, an equal relationship,
love, mutual respect, a relationship full of intimacy, compatibility in sexual life, as
well as ability to give and take.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATION

Conclusions
Mother-child interaction goes well, but the father-child interactions are still
in the intermediate category. This occurs because fathers have less time than
mothers, so this causes lack of father-son interaction. Meanwhile, almost all the
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decisions in the family are mostly done and is dominated by the wife, the husband
had taken part in the election to give an opinion with regard to the education of
children. Respondents in this study have the quality of a good marriage. The
factors affect the quality of the marital family income and spousal interaction.
Families with higher incomes and an interaction of both husband and wife have
higher marital quality as well.

Recommendation

Based on the results obtained from this study, the advice that can be given is
that the government, agencies or universities are expected to do counseling about
the importance of keeping the interaction within the family, both between couples
and parents with children and other family members. Families are expected to
increase the interaction, especially for fathers so that when the family was at
home, doing activities together such as eating together or a holiday together and
when the family is outside the city while maintaining communication with
optimizing the communication media. In addition, further research is expected to
analyze the factors that affect the quality of marriage based on the perception of
the husband.
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